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Lich as have. the happineſs t to know 
. you, need no more then tlie mention _ 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
der away thoſenoble advantages they have above other 
men, todo well and worthily.. As if one ſhould cut 
out. goodly Timber-rrees- into Loggs: or Chips [and in- 
Kead of facely Pillars Or Beams, make only Bed-flawes, 
or Cat-fticks, or Tooth-pickFof them, So amb. ae: 4 


from all true ſenfe of honour becoming Gentlemen. 


and Chriſtians; as. to glery. in- their ſhame ( I*'mean 
their pn and folly) and to be aſbemed of their tree 
glory, which is, to be a$rationall and religious as they 
can be in this ſtare of mortality, 

Your Noblexeſs will excuſe me, it | venture to of- 
fend you, by telling the world ( wbat'I bave many 
years longed to do) how high a walze IT have for you, 
of whom I have ſo pleaſing and complete a proſpet# z 
not more for your rare endowment: of Nature" Art, 
then for your rarer Ormements -* Grape (d- Ferewe 1 
while :you neither ſupercilionfly fancy Lear#He tor-bi 
any diminution to your Neble Birth o nor: yet Piety 
be any diſparagement to. your great Learwing-- I mul 
not (now) in my maturer years compare yolt 0 Our 
famows Sir Philip Sidney (whom 1 re 
vety much, nor do:I yet asxdervalue him'} becauſe F 
think you have out- wied w Eloguent Yalonr and: Heroick 
Romances ," with greater-Efſajes ex more olga At- 
chievements both 1 - Philo ops Dio 'T 

The more ret was the fr, (Phi 
loſopby) you are daily ſearchingand'dil f f 
+ your generous Aſſociates, by: accurate md real. | rg 
ments mg nal are the: Anatomic. of Natare, the 
Keyes to her Cabinets » Opening ga:Dow: to :rhe-true 
ſpeR as of the - canſer,. 10'0f _ 
efficacies of things, and by them tothe: Creators 
which is much eclipſed "wy thac occals, covjefberat ind 
PE 


the wirizes;” per ations + | 


_ Statz or Policy, 1 atm nor'for infliting_ar firſt daſh: ſheep 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
teal. Philo which- is rather 

boy ares tl Fi birth, ameer any: ms 

knowledge:z. indeed; a kind; of iy Mais prawn 


nk; and Sophiſtry, rarhegthen cience verified by 


The p 7 are alſo of the ſecond (thar is, Divinity 
your ſelfe haye lately of the in vindicating by wit) 
Pen the "Sond yet »naffetied flyle of the Seriptares, 
with amoſt'E and: Leerned. Zeal, againſt ſome 
mens profane and Atheifticel cavils, who are ſo witti- 
ly wicked, 'as todiſazin even ſalvation it ſelfe, in chac | | 
plain, but ſure way, which the wiſdom of God ſees fie- >] 
reſt for humane capacities: whereas ſew (I believe) of | = 
thoſe curious Gailayts would be ſo feolrſhly moreſe, as. 
rotefuſe 2 faire Eftace which were fetled upon them 
in che ordinary legal way of Deeds, becauſe ic is 3 
not coxveyed ito them in ſuch oratorious MS, 4248 and 4 
flovrijhes of ſpeech as they moſt fancy. 6 
I have dedicated this /t:le Piece ro your great Nend, - - 
becauſe it covers a reſemblance to, yea and: hath-an 3 
exvulation of, your candor and bumanity toward ail per- 
fons thatare nor wholly profligate in their opinions, or 
deſperareinrheir aQions; \The deſign of this Tre&#-is 
rocorreſpond, as much-2s-I may, with your principles 
and genie, who bave the happineſs to render the ſe- 
vereſtverine amiable; and tp:coafure: _ grſeft Ere 
rore wich che genleft Traths.'- 
I confeſs both in Religion or Chuitg;and in reaſon of 


Penalties on ſeduced or fimplepeople; meetly __— 
account of. their Opinions, { Parry, diſſencing 
ſome leſſer: thi cheque iy re 6 9s: - 
bliſhed;; yet — "z 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
poling them as to the main of Faith , Morality and 
Etvil ſubjeHion) until ſuch rational! and charitable 
means have been #ſca co convince them of their errors, 
as;may at. once diſcharge | thoſe duties of Humanity 


and Charity which we owe to all men, ſpecially to + 


our Conntry-men and fellow-Chriſtians, 

The Cydzel and: Sword:, Priſons and-:Baniſhments, 
Plunderings and SequeRrations were the late .cruel 
flagellant Methods of our moſt tyrannome times; whic 
had nothing of Reaſon, Law or Religion to ſupport them: 
but theſe are not{in my jedgment)eicher the firſt or the: 


fitteſt means to confute rhe falſities of mens private opts: - 


wions, Or to reffifie the obliquities of their inconform bur 
innocent ations, flowing from them upon the account of 
Conſcituce and plea of Religion. (Although it may be 
as juſt-as neceſſary to repreſs by legal coercions and penals; 
ties thoſe priulant obſtinacies, which do reſiſt all ſofter 
applications, and endanger the publick tranquillicy by 
gving 4ffronts to ſertled Religion, or obflruttions to the 


proceedings ofFuſtice by eff abliſhed Laws; ) Lam indeed. 


tor (cunt#a prius tentanda) thoſe: Divine Eflayes. and. 
Appeals firſt, which render men.thoſt-avexcs/able (quid 
ampli: poteram, what coald 1 bave done: mare;c4c.)uling 
lenitives before lancings, & fomentations.before incifpons 
or 47p#1ations, until there be-no other rewedy;chen ri- 
gor.and ſeverity ro ſome parts; becomes. che greateſt 
Charity ro the whole ; where nor the-ſerer5haf apet-- 
ty opinion; but rhe ga»erene of av-obſtinace-and;:rebel- 
hous humor forcerh the/a&ſaiſsion of ghe parry to pre- 
vent 2 deadly: contagion-to: others, y£-tq: the. mkole 
Body, 2 > von) oo ni). Th i 20:55 
- Not chatI think it any Relvgien to haye fndndifferency 
tojthat-true Religion whichis. once eſtabliſhed by w_ 
'n £ ic 


43-5460 x b W—- x" . q oY ID - ho, A ie ” L tha ii a> EARS 2. _— 
- yp, Ho * #4... > D po + =o W I 7 3 PC Rs EY rr Joy 5m _— 7 Garg a GED Wa , 
a _.. "I þ CNET i OOTY WI ROY NE . IE CSS +4 / ; ka; Y FE LS Hs 
_— COON LO I w"- 4 hdd ' ends. oo Ne > 5 w 3 Rae 5 - 
- IP "Is 4 my 
- 


' nefally deprived; becauſe they are'the proper 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


lick conſent arid: Law; asbeff and f1reft for the Nation; 
rivit any part'of Mercy alwayes to ſuffer peblick Fu- 
flee co'be'beffied by the  afraBtorineſy'of ny # pon or 
paitie;.”) No, 1am'fatfrom'zrameperm Tares- 
td be openly ſcattered/by the bold and'euil hangs of any 
men, who ſeek, as ehetnies, 'to chouk thar' heed ate of 
Religion which is fown 4 (Ne feeins ality 20d 


fenced by legal Authority 

+ As I would have pabea ty (crled ines; Do: 
Arinals, Dwveuioants,! Diſcipline” and Governmenr, 
which is 'by- pablick conſent (according to rhe word of 


lit Jjadged'tobe the beſt for 
Truth; Sdnitity, Order & Decrncy(which, bleſſed be'God, 
isin Enelant): fo Iwould have It (and Tr'only) to en- 
joy all: pablick counrenance and” enconragements, by the 
injunttion and protetHon-of the Laws, 'by the. foveur 
_— of the-Prince, 'by: blick walalenence md 
honour.vy rhe vſe ofpublick Churchrs and Ovatoriest: To 
. the Preachers and profeſſors. of this, pablick officts and 
Employmenti of hononr and authority, dal 4, and 4 
m ſtick ecrirfpaſtical,civil ad woititeo 1; 
appropriadt;y '\cheſe ad/Udi8 ag2s Wy 


p cho due 
4 x; from 
= ak es the 
foundations, as of > th rattion and. avifen, loot Ars 


. Fion and confuſion.” * 
_ ich theſe'ourward adyancapes 26ded t6/that inrer- 


of thoſe who moſt ferve the pablick: Peat 
obſervanceof the Religiew 3nd Laws 
which -whoſo open'y' vatles and 


of track i8& bolinefymhictrare in the efabliſbed 
wmay{es LthinkYneronly be happily ſupper» 
nn frevailc-in #hhortitimeſby Gods bleſs 


) 
a all fai#/owe and _ oppeſitions; unleſs rhe Pk 
dal, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


dal, negligence, levity and luxury: of! its Ainifers, 31- 
ſhops," Prexbytivg.and Profeſſers overthrow it, by. caſti 
ſuch immoral diſgraces. upon it; 8 make people diſe 
sbelteve and gbborre both; 4 and thewh aswas. inthe 
caſe of #k's Sons. | 

But 1 confefle I would- not have this legs! and 
aveyed Religion of: the: Nation ſo-rigerow , ſharp 
and ſevere (as Sarah to Hagar). by the: ſuddain #ver= 
awing or viblent' everlazivg of all other - different 
Warp io peaceable . men , as. not to let chem 
reatb in the ſame common 47, or. not; to enjoy their 
lives, piail liberties and eftetes, with' their: diſſenting 
conſciences, in'all modeſt: privecyand ſafety: Iabborre 
(as much as Idread) all racks and terteres of mens ſouls, 
ar thoſe cr9e{no leſs then carions ſerwtinicr of mens conn 
ſciences, which cover, firſt (like God) to-ſearch mens 
heorts,. and then ike the Devil) delight to torment 
chem incheir Eſtares and Liberties, only becauſe chey: 
are not ſowiſe or j 4 vt, mp as themſelves, but as . 

heneſt (perbaps) and ſincere in the ſight of God, ' 
-- True. I tbink- char {ome | lire: pecuniary malt, 
a$ one or two: Shilling to. the- poor, for every Lords 
dayes.. abſence from : che; pablick Church or Af. 
ſembly, may be juſtly (laid as a mark; of publick dif- 
like) upon Difſenters aud Seperaters: from the eftebls-. 
ſhed Religion; ; nor for-theiriprivere: —_— 4n jadg- 
ment, (which poſGbly is nor- their faulr) but for their: 
Frets oe in m_ . —_ my _ 
eſtabliſhed Religion, and to the el rip of the pub- 
ck welfere ,, whole ſtrengrh..and Rabilicyiconlift in 
exity, and this in wwifor nity to the ſetled:rule;and+in 
conforniity, to ourward praftiſe:-\yer Rill'io-Ingidþ- 
tion to be: made into free mens Conſcience, 'nor-any 
great 


— 


The Epiſtle Ditdicarory. 
pemalry laid upon them for their: _—_— 
fern thi 7" Corſets r their 
Principiet , = ſpondencies,: 
cies ET 46.0 the publick Pea 
Order and- Jaſtce, CEL All are founded'in; and 
_—_ by our: ſerled'\Laws .and'Religion : Thus 
permicting: ſober: men not a pine 4 7 ps a or 
| Flick: Frofeſrion; 5. by way" of open 4ivaby to the 
| eſtabliſhed Religion, but only ſuch an arbirrary cox» 
wivence and conditional indu/gence- as gives them 
no-trouble-for. their /Private- and- ome'|Opt- 
nions. while 'chey 'are kepr-in-theiv' breefs and o/s- 
ſets 3; of in their private and tamilies:-co which 
all diſſemters ought- in reaſon to be. confined on the 
Lord: dsy, without any convention of ſtrangers to _ 
though-(perbaps) on che" week-day 'they. may 
their weetings. allowed, yer fo'as 16; be: urs Sree 
parochial beunds, 'orto facha number'\of perſons and 
| families 25-ſhall be thoughr ſafe. TE 
Bur for - Diſſenters to have multiedinome Conventi- 
cles, ave were rune of their; force}, when, whiere, 
and avmany-as they: rr s 51 5 ;forithere- 
by: they not onely affronr che eſtabliſhed Religion 
but confirm eachother! in- their :opinions; - yea. __ 
(as Charcoals. iinn! ) Mey "move: : kindle -and en- 
506 Ont WO 


gion;but ins; 


parties, (excepett Spark pry 6 {ney 
refed into. ſufferi prigciples.Y: Allothers (we ſte) - 
wonecner OF gr Fnabapsifts, or 
Independents, ffect (funemem Hnpenid as Diowrephes 20. 
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have the preeminences, as Live ifer and. Antichriſt, o6x- 
a2 pe hogs all':and-: therefore: they muſt by 
wiſe and vigilant power, as welbas bygone. Jiang 
& living, be kept, as'fire, within the hearth of their pri- 
yate opinions and parties, leſt they preyaile- by popu+ 
lar Arts againſt the pablick. eftabliſbed : Religion, | which 
is the Palladinin or Canſeruvater of civil-peace- and pro: 
ſpericy, and never co be raſhly changed, or rudely con- 
_ temned while it-is authoriſed. J 

The grear —_ to which includes even acharity to 
all choſe-which differ from: ies preſent ſertlementy, who 
commonly:are-more | miſerable im;the riotous. mutations 
which cheir folly and r«deweſe affects, then in thoſe ſo- 
ber reftriffions. of which they are: ſo Javpatient, that 
trom different perſmoſions: they. break our to pernlanr 
Aa by -Tengue and Fen, thence-chey-are betray- 


* 


" ed to ſeditions piojetFo;and a er be broughe 
torth-in) rymalivary! and-wiclent atFions 4. which are ſo 


. 


intolerable, that the very firſt-ſparks of their 4»/olext 
and ſeditzows Expreſsions, eſpecially in Pulpits; and 

es ,coughc! by: great: venglticd ce. be ſuppeſſed: 
thess: being 108 More .snrr{oncblec;. then :tar any 
man radely 16: blaſphewwe and.teproach that Religion 
which bis Prince and Countrey! proftſſez unle(s-he be 
ſo inpadent:(as,many:are): tO 4 ithatalſo\whbich 
bim(ſelte ownerh as. che.true> Religion: owith - then, 
This tenderneſs, moder atten.\ind. indulgence T-bear only 
to. humble, modeſt and/innocent ayſſemters,npantheac- 
count of Chriftian: Charity,” which t:in all cbings, 
becoming humeniry,\ teexceed/allother, wen, as Fer; 
in/lien well 0: $t&es. 2::0120117 22443Rg 3431 BOY i131 
- , Towhich Chyſf1an:Charity:of mine towards: 'fober 
difſenters-:(befides the confidence" T+have- of: Truth 

= | : and 
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andits prevalency) perhaps my native temper and can-: 
dor may contribute ſoineching; which abhors, afrer the 
genize of Primitive Chriſtians, all ſeverity or rigors only 
upon the ſcore-of Religion, farther then is neceſſary 


. forthe cure of offenders, and the conſervation of the pub- 


lick Peace. I know the roughneſs or - ſmoothneſs of mens 
educations and complexions, like 'Eſeu's and Facob's, have 
much. #»fluence upon their opinions and conver ſaii- 
ons'y. yea, and upontheir conſcrexces too. If this may 
ſeem-to ſome too great a facility and gemleneſs in me, 
yet it is an err07 on theright hand, and neareſt che we- 
diumi both of humanity as-4 men, and of charity as a 
Chriſtian, meaſuring all Policies by Chriſts golden Rule, 
To ao as 1 wonld be:done wnto... | | 
'Secand]y,. In;/point. of, Srate- Policy, alſo, or: methods 
of trite Government,-I do conceive thit meer plogiary 
connſels 2nd punitive. conrſes are never likely'to obtaia 
the main End, which 1s to ſtop the ' contagion of errors, 
and to extirpate thoſe depraved opinions, which are juſt- 
ly thought to be a por of daugerome. dons : For, 
unteſs the gearraliryot credulory:;prople, who are ſpetta- 
tors-of thoſe rhar. differ and;ſoffer for. their. opinions and 
res,.[do alſo fee ſ0:much\i light of Reaſon 30d 


:atlengch the popmlary; if-nor. fortified by preg+ 
nant demonſtrations of Truth againſt thoſe ſpreading 
a4 61 4 


errors 
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errors and their Pſeudo- Martyrs, will mightily cry up | 
their Piety,admire their Comrage, 8 magnifie their Con- 
ftancy : Arlaſt they will. conclude thoſe: ſufferers to. 
have ſome ſpecial ſupport, or diviner Spirit above: or- 
dinary men, becauſe they ſeem to be-{o much: above 
the ordinary paſsions of fear and Hope, ſelf-love and pre- 
ſervation , which proſpe& of patience Juſtin Martyr 
rells vs, was the firſt occaſion of his exemining the 
Dodrine of Chriftians, that he might (ee. on: whar 
gronnd (o fixed a conflancy grew, which ſhewed a Di- 
vine ſecurity midſt humane infirmity, | 

' By ſuch popslay pity and applanſe, not only: ſufferers 
will be confirmed in their perirnacy, butirheir ſpetetors 
alſo will dayly encreaſe and meltiply, as the ſheotes of 
Trees do by the /opping off their branches : eſpecially 
if the /ives and a(7ions of ſuch: diſſenters and. ſaſferers 
be morally juſt- and-crvilly innocent. For nothing ſoo- 
ner diſcovers and blaſts ſuch croſs opinions, and withers 
the glory of their fatFioxs ſpetFators, them wile, imjuri- 
oxs and oo «ner either -in words 107 (deeds; 
ſach as all men confeſs to deſerve the Gaole and Gib- 
bet. This indeed {as in'ithe mad\\pravks of: Joby. of 
Leyden and his Awabeptiftick crew in Germany, and fo 
in our Hacket and other Diſciplinariass .in Bxgland , 
in the Jare preſumprion of the Frezbyreriam: Reformaty> 
ou:, and Independent Confuſions, talbob: Betjary, >Lacei- 
ledge, Treaſon and innocent Blood) This; I (ay s 
25 the barking of Trees pop rirary ry 4 

ro: ck ſcorn and bat 

clans," in the horrid Pewder=Fier, andiimeba lace 
trifh Rebellios,' full of perfidy and rrachty,'have 
miſhed the repure ot thar- Carbolick conſe; as \it can 
| | never 


JMI 
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. * nbver beredeemed from juſt jealouſies, but by a&i- 


ons of extraordinary Loyalty, Meckneſs and Huma- 
ity beſides the renouncing of ſome opinions. 

But where harmleſneſs of life ſets a gloſſe on opi-- 
niont, and Errors thereby grow more and rank, 
(as iH weeds in good ground -) there meer robuſt power © 
or punitive ſeverity can no more pull them up, then a 
firong arm doth thorns and buſhes when chey are deeply 
rooted; breaking off the ffem or 19p of them, bur 
leaving the r007s Rill in the ground, which will ſpring 
apain, and ſpread farther,” Here nothing is ſo effe- 
Qual to do execution upon errors, -as clear demaen- 
ſrations of Reaſon and Religionz which reaching 
mens Conſciences,by the proper methods of conviction, 
do, like a fherp Spade and Metrock, ferch up the yery 
1001s and fibres of evil opinions, to the utter extir- 


| pation of ſuch noxious plants in a ſhort time, ex- 


cept where knavery and hypocrifie do husband Opi- 
nions to the beſt advantage of ſecular ends and n- 
reraſbs of reputation, profit or power, 

After this charitable wwe:hod and temper were thoſe 
mary learned Works and elaborate Traf#s. of the An- 
cient Fathers of the —_ R cares Tertullian, 
| , Saint Auſtin , Proſper, Cyr 9 Hi , Opta- 
egg 'Ferom and others,: written, c DE Co) 
the C avon and Decrees of  Ecclefpaſtical Conncils , 
giided* by 'the Word and Spirit of. Ged;. and ſea- 
fontbly applied: by. rheir- s&i{fad and charitable hands, 
ro" care che meledicr and flop the Gangrenes of ſuch 
pn opinions as {prang up in_their dejes from 
Hereticks, Srhifmaaticks nnd. Fanatichs., Nor did thoſe 


Chrif . 
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opinions, 35 not to ſer a great waelue on their yuh 
for which: Chriſt had aled; ever applying, firſt che 
ſword of the Spirit, the Word of Trath, 10 meckpeſs 
of wiſedom,. betore they craved. the aſsiftance; or 
incouraged the ſeverity of ' the ſecular:$word, from 
Chriſtian Zmpcrours and Magiſtrates ; uling. all-r4- 
tional and religiows means, untill they found, thac 
depraved opinions put men upon- deſperate aRions, 
-4S in thoſe of the Novatians, Downatiſts and Arrians, 
alſo of the Manichees, Euchites and Circumcellians, 
(a primitive kind of Quakers) who by a ſpecious 
conltancy in praying, and affeRation. of ſufferme,, {9g 
feduced the wulgar people,: that the numbers of their 
devout, idle and hungry aſſociates, *atlengrh; gave them 
confidence'to make' a prey and ſpoile of -other mens 
gv0ds, eſtates and lives too; ill: by armed Forces 
they were Tepreſſed;; and by juſt Laws prohibiced, in 
Honoriz and other Emperors times; {2 444 7 6p 44G 
Then' indeed ' Charity .to the; pablick' peace and 
welfare muſt be preferred before any pity, charity, for- 
bearance or indulgence to private. perſang,:/parties.and 
opinions , which growing rude: and.inſ@lent.«in;their 
"word; or deeds, ſufficiently. difcover they: are.nok up; 
6n the pure account of Conſcience; or: principles of 
true Chriſtian Religion z which is as farre; as? Hea- 
ven from Hell, or Chriſt from«Belial, fram teach- 
ing or impelling 'men''to 'any 46iings:Or approvings 
of private finnes .and immbralities much more trom 
publick conſpirings and graffiſings of -Fattions, Sehiſms, 
Sedition- and Rebellion in” Churches and-"Kingdemes - 
for which Chriſt \tiever" gave any: Gimim/5/gp..c0. his 
Diſciples, not the! leaft M99 yp :buc; on che 
contrary , tnoſt* eminent " pregepss...4 


. 


on tac 
«(ewes s.;of 


wmility, © 


MI 


The. Epiſtle Pedicatory. 

humility, - meekntſs and; patience under any ſufferings 
for conſcience ſake ;, ſufficient; forever to.confure 
the moſt [precious prerenſignsi of: any, Who violently. 
carry--09» their.2 primate :Qfinigps.cand pretended. he- 
formations; againſt the will and power: of lawful Ma- 
giſtrates and lertled Church. gt bn ge» by 

.-1-do judgei.ir both Piety ,; Charity, ang, Policy, to 


_ eſtabliſh. the; rule: of - publick! Religian-by J,awes for 


Hnifermity. in, Dotrines' Devotion! Diſcipline :aad 
Deceacy, accompanied, as w.th..Rewards-and Priyi: 
ledges ro the Conformets,,. ſo with ſome, mode- 
Late: promnidry Penalties on Diflenters,. according to 
mens :efater and) influencesy bur; :l.coofels...1,am 
not. ifor bcavy, mules, and -r4gorow. exations., which, 
ſhalimpriſon,baniſb,impoveriſh.ar defbroy-modeſtDiſſen- 
rexs and their fawylics onely for che wart, of their 
judgment ,, when cheinolwnl after are ocherwile moral; 
juſt and ipefſenprey:; This ſeverity would in-fome, Goun- 
31165: (and. polliþly naw-in Eneiavd) be.not only de- 
ſtruQtive; $0, many #hdnſands, - but very. diſadyantagi- 


- 046. 40-the hong-and Kingdome; 10: 4he;..Trade and 


Commerce: ot the Nation; by;openiag.a ile; Wic- 
ket of-Rayal Clemevey, only. to ſame few; and (hurting 
the. great, Gate, £0. many, whoſe cender: and. unſari(- 
fied,' or {crupulons 'Conſciences do. as. much expe, 
need and; deferye j£4125 thoſe, that have ic..in per: 
ty;; Matcers-4.\while. all 'oebers-ſcruples-aredriyen,co 
diſcontent. and. deſpair..by;/deatal ; of. alk. indulgence 
roithem in.greater (eruples;\4 + 1 be 4, 
There,.are: bat..chelei four; wjes; of treating any 
party. th&,,giflents | from: the; -publick, ub 


I 


of. Religiow and-its, Lawes in, any, Gomeb:and King- 
dom, - 1, Either. tQ impoveriſb, 1pepriſen , ww Fi 
: e ; | [4 ro: ; 


The Epiſtle Deditatory. 

deftroy all Diſſemers, as the King of Caftie Jid: the 
Moores of Granada, which is a very Youeb, barba- 
. rows, unwelcome and wnchriffian way; diſallowed by 
all wiſe men of all perſwaſims » Or,' Secondly; "by ra- 
tional convincing them! of- their err9rs 4 which is 4 
work of time and dexterity, not to be done on the 
_ , - more then. boath _ without a __ 
cl, though very wotthy ro bear a parc in the Difſ- 
cipline of the Church, we. 

one a reaſon why they differ from, -or forſake the 
eſtabliſhed Religion , and treat them according as 
their perſwaſion , paſsion , 'or \periinacy ſhall appeare 
to the Cotſervators ' of Religion: Or, Thirdly, by 


changing eſtabliſhed Zaws for their ſake 3 which' 1s 


not for the Plery, Prudence, Honour and Safety of 
a Nation and Church, when it judgeth its Con- 
ſtiturions to be reldgrowe, s and "convenient: 


Or, Fownthly, by way 'of diſcreet '\conmivanct © and 
charitable indulgence, {0 fatre ''as the tivnl "peace / 


of the Nation will bears until Reſon and Relig+ 
on (of whoſe prevaleficy- wile and good men never 
deſpair) have by calme and charitable- aerhods re- 
covered \people | from” the ror of 'their wajer, by 
rhe ſacred Dottrine and g00d examples of thoſe 
who conforme to che eftabliſhed Lawes in Charch 
and Stare. This being firſt done, will render Diſ- 
ſenters \wntxcofuble , and juſtifie 2ny [everity' which 
ſhall be {inflied/ upon- the 'exvravarancles of 'thoſe 
ok peace, or affront the eftabliſhed Religis _ 
aryl this patticutar cafe 'of *the \'Duattrs (who 
refuſe xt-legal' Ourhes ,' upatſeroples of Vonſerence, 
2nd ſo rhiteatep either to ſubyert our:Z45s5; or rovh. 
L- | cu} 


opinions and adFions which "do any way 'perrorb the . 


ch ſhould require of every. 


UMI 


UMI 


then of ſo piews and judicious a perſon ;, whole fin 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory.. 
ſtruQ-all judicial proceedings, pleading for 'their dif- 
obedience to mans. Laws, -rheiexpreſs command of 
Chrift- and bis Apoſtle Saint Fames)' noi fober man 
can think: by weer penalties 'to/ reduce them to 2'con+ 
fornedty with our Laws, or toſtop the ſpreading of their 
_ 


Opinions, untill. it be -» thar' it i$-'nor 


166 Religion, 'dyr\ onely Super im thems-a fear 
where #s-feay"is (\2\being tighteow ower-much,” by 
miſtake of Chriſts 4 a wreſting of chaſe. $crip« 


tares, by their: own anlearnedneſsand-anſtablencſs, ro 
their own deſtruction, as" well'as tothe publick pers 
turbation. fl 393ky% 10-9 307 ? 2115 PINT \ v2 wo hated 
et & £454 


' NobleSir, this grear work ((for ſoiris, roconvince 
weak: and wilful wen of the'error of their wayes)'l 


SEN | 
; 


b#ye undertaken in this little Treatiſe) by 'Gods:bleC- 


fing, not #«»ſcaſonebly (I hope) as to: our times, nor 
wnſuitably, as to my profeſsion.If I may be happy rodo- 
any of them good (who poſſibly may erre in this with 
no evil mind) by redeeming them from. their wiſfekes, 
and ſo from the penalties of che Low, I ſhall more re- 

joyce in char fucceſs, then thoſs' ShulMers did, who 
among the Ancients were rewarded with Civick Gar- 
lands tor. preſexping any of their Countrey-wen and 


fellaw-Citizens : which Honour (you know) the Rowen 


valoxr eſteemed more, then any wiiForiom Lawrel; for 
deſtroying their Ememies, AnJ in this charitable en- 
deavour (proſpered hy Gods grace) I ſhall the -more-ſe-' 
riouſly triumph, becauſe I believe it moſt agreable 
as tomy Saviours pregepr and primitive examples of 
Chriſtian Biſhops, ſo to your gexerow Soule, whereby 
this piece may probably be fortified wich-the qo 

ge ja” 


VAgE- 


—_— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
frage is to me more velyable' thenithe;ſequaciows and 
vulgar yores: of thouſend:,,mhoſe-empty brains: and 
clamorous meuths, like hellow places: where Echo' hides 
herſelf; do.commonly receive and-r 
as the Troth is ini chem, but.as the 


as: fitsler:; Mona — 2 and popalar 
Religion.z being every af rn 7:6 ac -God 
andis Truth, fall of of: Logoly cothe' King and Laws; 

alſoof ſober. Confermity. £o- ah eſtabliſhed Religion of 
this Chwirch, whoſe roja/- Law: is. that. of. Cherity,; the 
bond of perfee#ion, and centre of Peace: In all»which 
reſpeds you deſerve and have the love and honour of 
all worthy Perſons,) and particularly of him/who may, 

without vanity, own-this as an peg of: ſome worth 
in him, as 290 TS ego ood em aft 


E ? ) 
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DISCOURSE. 
Concerning Publick Oaths, and the 
Lawfulneſs of Swearing in Judicial 

Proceedings, &c. | 


- Indinglately in the moſt Honowrable Houſe of The Occafion 


9} Preys, 'thata Law was likely to pals in or- of writing this 


Engliſh Sabje&s, who, under the name of 
Quakers, ſhall refuſe to take, as other 7e- 
= /04h;,ſo thoſe which are uſually required 
in fudicial proceedings, thereby to prevent.cither the alteration 
of the paod Laws and (wſtoms of England,accordingto private 
mens fancies, or the ob/trations and violations of publ; ce 5 
(the free courſe of which (as that of the Bl OY to 
the Naturd}) is the preſeryation of the Life and Health, the 
Peace-ahd Honour, the. Happineſs: and very Being of the 
Body Poltick;) which by the Laws: and ancient © bf 
this Kingdom of Englazd cannot be duly adminiſtred, bur by 
thoſe forms of ſolemn and rehgions Oarhs.in the Name of 


THe 


" s as Woes ws . 
, p 


der to puniſh, with great Penalties , thoſe Picce. 


{ *- 24 $ 
0 4 
Js 5 FE 0G; - 
. a horL, be» 
SOg 2. Ix 
-;- "_ 1% 
2 ms 
PERS. <4 
- = v5 » 


aw ods, cc ae SY 


z The lawfulneſs of Sweariug 
true God, which are the higheſt Obhgations to Truth: and Ju- 
ſtice upon them that ſwear ; alſo the greateſt ſatisfattions or 
aſſurances that can.be given to others, for the belief of 'whar 
is {o artefted, and pe er i _ in what is: ſo decided s 
* OPTION I was hbereupon bold thus far humbly to intercede with 
5»for for: that Honourable Houſe, in the behalf of thoſe poor people who 
. reſpir of Pe- are likely to fall under the Penalties of that Law, © That 
nalry;rill ber- «« however I might conſent to the paſſing of that Bill, out of 
cer iniorm#'” « that jaſtice and charity which I owe to. the publick; peace and 
tothe Vee: © welfare (towhich all private Parties, Intereſts, and Chari- | 
ers, & ties muſt ſubmit ;) yet Icraved ſo fara reſpite for ſome 
« time as to the execution of thoſe Penalties upon any of 
« rhem, as Offenders, until ſome ſuch' rational and religious 
« courſe were taken, as might beſt inform thoſe men of the 
« [awfutneſs, by God's as well as Man's Law, of im ſing and 
«© raking {uch publich Oaths ; That fo anſwering 6 their 
«c les, and fairly removing their difficulties, either they 
© might be brought toa a Obedience in rhat particular 3 
« or elſe be left ni:howt excuſe, before God and win, while 
« the truth of the Law was juſtified againſt their error, and 


< the ſeverity of it only imputable to their own obſtinacy. 

< 1 further recommended this previous wzethod of Chriſtian 
&« Charity or meckneſs of Wiſdome, as beſt becoming the Pery, 
<« Humanity and Honeur of thas Houle; 2. a5 mott agreeab} 
« tothe wonted Clemencyof His Majeſty 10 all Flienopd Sad 
<« jebts ; p: as the apteſi wears to reclaim. fuch agent poor 
« aſtray fromtheir duty, by the erroroftheir fancy; 14. anc 
« to ſtop for the future the ſpreading of this: and 'othes-Jdenge; 
<«<rous Opinions, which. are ly known ntdertheram 
««.of Quakeriſme ; the Cure of whichris calilier dane by rars- 
<*-onabappheations,then by only New aprothaR. he 
< pleading Conſcience, will by the Vulgar be thought, Mar- 
«-tyrs for their Sufferings ; their patience {preadivg-« love 
<andeſteem of their Opinians, by: that pity .andfympethy 
«which peoplewill be prone to have for their-perſons.. 5. 1 
” 'aſſerred this humble: motion 4s/ yery; ſutable to my 
<« Profeſſion, a$:2: Minter of the > as the ſpecial care 


« of the Biſhoprand. Fathers of the Church; relations which: 
' carry 
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7 in Judicial Proceedings. = 
« carry inthem great obligations to Humanicy, Charity, Mi- 
< niſterial Daty, Epiſcopal Vigzlancy, and Paternal ( ompaſſion 
< to-amy men, ef Chriſtians he are — igna- 


< rant," erroneous in their j ent- or dan in their 
« aQions. -' 6, Laſtly, Lurged the paterne of —— 
«« whoſe uſual fore-runner is Afercy; Vengeance rarely fol- 
« lowing but where Patience hath. before , #ſtrufing 
<« menof their duty, warning them of the danger of their ſins, 
<< bearing withytheir manners for a time, and calling them to Zzeph. x. z. 
«repentance, before the Decree come forth toexecution. 
To this purpoſe Iam ſure I ſpake; bow I worded my mea- 
ning I cannot exaaly recolle&; confeſfing , that I neyer 
foand my ſelf ( who am-thoughr neither a barren nor a «ffi- 
: ſpeaker) more ſarpriſed with an mgenwous borror in an 
Audience, then when I adyentured to ſpeak in that mo 
auonft and honorable Aſſembly of the Lords in Parliament, 
wine there are ſo many excellent Orators, and accurate (en- 
ſors ; atnong whom ir is ſafer to. hear then to ſpeak, and 
| eaſier to adwirethen imitate their judbcions Eloquence. 
in that Honowrable Howſe from many Lords Temporal, and rance of the 
from ſome of my- Brethren the Biſhops ; ſo Ipreſume it will Motion. 
. not bedifpleaſing; to their Pioryan+ Charity, if I do that by 
a-private-and ſingle hand, which perſwade my felt all of them | 
would readily affiſt me in by their joint/affrages andconfent, 
if their leifare would permit them in common to conſwlt 
and ry ee of this point. —_ __ I but —_ that 
His Aajeſtio: Royal (lemency, which ſought in the 
deft way to convince and" conquer:all His Enemies (w 
Pride ariFolly hath not made chem aeſperare, and: ſo the ſe- 
vereſt puniſhers of themſelyes ) will graciouſly approve this 
my charitable endeayour, to redeem many offi well-meaning 
Subjef&s from thoſe' miſtakes in Opinion, and miſchiefs in 


mitred ; or elf#' compel His Narwwe Ge 5 to-uſe at 


E(and it miy-be too late) thoſe Severizies; which not His 
own Benignity, burthe publick- Neceffity, wilt require os 
— B 2 te 


7 The lawfulneſs of Swearing 
Wiſe and Juſt King, whoſe Lenity to any party of his Swhjetts, 
— to Law, will ſoon become an injury to the Commu- 
nity, which cannot be ſafe or bappy but by an «niforms | obeds- 
ence tothe ſame Lays, which'muſt be the r#/es and: #wraſaures 
of all mens publick A&ions,the rryers of their failings,and the 
-flifters of their puniſhments. = 

Charity the This Office of Chriſtian Charity 1 have undertaken for 
only motive ro ( hy;ft his ſake, by whom I have received many merges; not 
_ Interccſ= beſpoken, or in the leaſt ſort obliged, by any of-that Se& 
Ks 227 called Dwakers, with whom I have fo little correſpondency, 
thatT have not any acquaintance, not _— any of that 
way by Face or Name; or one hours converſation : They _ 
being a Generation of people 10 fupercilious, or {o ſay, that 
they are ſcarce ſociable or acceſſible;;\ ſpeaking much. 1n their 

Conventicles behind mens backs,but ſeldom arguing any thing 
in preſence of thoſe that are beſt able ro anſwer'or ſatishe 
them;ſeeming wiſer in their o:yn conceits then ſeyen menthat 
can render a reaſon, 1 have ſeen indeed{omeof their, Papers, 
and received ſome of their Letters written-to my felf-z-truely, 
not very rudely, nor malapertly ; yet. with ſo: 4&ywpr 'and 
obſcure a way (lo blindly cenſorions, and boldly diQtating,) that 

ſaving a few good words and godly phraſes in them, 1 found ve- 

ry little of ratwonal or Scriptural demonſtration., many paſſages 

{o far from the beauty and ſtrength of Reb > .that-they 
had not the ordinary:/jmmetry of Reaſar, of the livgqvpients, of 

common ſenſe in them ; at leaſt in my apprehenſion, !who'em 
wholy a ſtranger to-any Camting.or _—_— Divinty, which: 

bubbles forth many ipecious Notons, fine Farcies.and' ſhort- 

lived: 'onceptions, floating alittle intan airy and, empty-brain, 

bur.nat! induring-the-firm:'touch:or--breath. of ,4ny: ſerious 

muilgement. | ayny foo Hey [3 4 'e PTY 

The general © - Nor do] expect any thanks for my -pains from ay of that 
FOI of Fattion, while: they continue in their-woroſe Opinions, .in 
ors dh otentncoyueraencInne; Jeanie 
"ore gen a people of 1o fofc. and;avgenwors tempers; 

AS 0 es thing kindly or thank fully, from thoſe-that. are 

not of their own Per/waſion : many of them ſeem to affet a 

reſerved and ruſiical way of clowniſh, yea ſcorufu!, demeanour ; 

prone 
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Y 106 ndicial [Proceedings Y 
prone to cenſare, deſpiſe and reproch not only their berters, -but 
even their Benefactors and ors... Their rude and. level. 
ling huwoxr dehies to fliew common cxxrreſie and wonted to- 
kens of civelreſpett to theirs Swperienrs';' contrary..to the re. 
verent, gentle and- humble behawvwur of all God's people, in all 
Apes ,..Jews.and Gentiles, then whom none were: more full 
of inyerd humility , or of owtward reſpet and civility , 
- accoeding;to the-cuſtora- of their Countries... Poſſibly, theſe 
Duakers mayinya fit fear and flatter ſome met. ig, power ; bur 
they do not ſeem much to regard any.mjn. with any true loye 
or-honour as to-real-worth, unleſs they. be of their Fratermty ; 


who pretending to.4 divizer pers and iigher hights then either 


Reaſon," Law ororigtarealford tg other men, do. think the 
have cauſe to;g/ovyrin; their, ywn imaginations, and bis deſpite 
allttioſe who ar&not yer rpagd-to; the; pitch of their pre. 


ſrom 108. . RH SB Ps Ti) 7 OP 6&3 303 % E 
v) Sonic mis, find ook yen Lakers with an eye. of The fears and 


pte (to-whole humour that; rxde-and confiderit way is v 

derc while in 4 moment all their defetts of Reibo 
Learning, 'Education; Religion, Loyalty and Civility are 
made'up:by:a preſurmed-ſpirit and bght within them) leſt, I.fay, 
it'ſhould; after the pattern; of | Sefts ,. both later and 
elder(fuchas were the: Momaniſts,, Manichees, Circumcellians, 
Enchites, Samaſarehians ,' Anabaptiſts , Familiſts , Presbjterians 
and {ndependents )-give occaſion, and confidence to common 
people to rurito, Twmy/ts and Commotions under pretence of ſer- 
ting-up"God,avd/Chriſt,j and. the. Spire, by the way: of new 
Pamers jnew-\Liphts,. and: new- Models, in. Church and State, 
Of whieh-rare Fapcies we haye had of Jate ſomany Tragical 
Expenimentvin:;E9g/and, uaderother Names, Notions, and 
Pretenfions. 


aſe rhe. leayen of theic Opinions )/A1ouſics bid 


which Ecer.avd Jealeſe x 
And Pradtiſor | ing faramong-the nearer ſort of peo- j,,, 


: Dus 


viCertwnly; it will become the. ublick care, and. wiſtlowe, as A juſt cauſe * 


nobeaGily to perthit the r5/e and /preading of any novel humor: to be had of 
and wayes contrary/to-the 'good Confttations and well-tried any new. Se 


Laws of this Church and Kingdom : 1{o never to truft them, © FaRion, 


though never ſo ſoft and ſeemingly «mocent at firſt, Hornes, 
| | as 


The lowfulneſs of Swearing 
as in other Creatures, grow our of mens heads-and hands too, 
as their Bones and Smews grow ſtronger, as their ſtrength and 
members increaſe. ' Nothing but truly (briftianand Evange- 
lical Proxciples (which 'are in'the:good and-old\wey) do ſecure 
Kmgs , or ſufficiently bind S»hjetts to their good behaviowr. 
Though Faf#:ons at firſt may ſeem but as a (Voudof an hand- 
Few” yer they will in time grow 6g and black,, covering 
the whole face of Heaven, and pouring down ſhowres of Cruel - 
troubles IT Church and Nation, if they be not diſpelled - 
by eAmbority, Let them go neverſo ſoft and ſuentdy ac firſt 


under the Sheeps clothing of all Novelizing Humorifts. All 

of them did either beyin, or continue, or increaſe our late: Miſe- 
ries, and will rezew ther by their emulations and ambitions, 

from which the miracalons mercierof God haye delivered us. 

The only adyantage which theſe our late Tragedies canafford 

us, is, to learn wifdom by them,- to goyern our hearts and 

affettions with greater evenneſs and - exathneſs , alſo: to look 
to the Peare of (harch 8 Statt'withall memmrgs nt 
and vigilancy; neverto'truſt the moſt innocent ſollev rand al 
leſs ſimplictes of any Innovators ; diſſenters and repugners 4- 
gainſt well-ſetled Laws and ancient Conſtiautions, no: way! 

| contrary to _ wh ns cn = =_ = 
uahors may For my t, thoupttrT haye'} "14 theſe” y 
ics, bur Sith, we rhey may bind tt wrapped up in a' kindof 
nor cruſted. o1oomſb garb, and ignorant pleinneſs'; yerl ſhonld'forteit my 
prudence much to truſt their Hanae: becauſe I find the —_— 
and Pens of fome of them are full of 6iterneſs, ſcorn an - 
proce; 


£9 m—  —— Y- 


\ as FladMeaad Procerdings. 


"warts arguing. much. pride and preſaouprios in their {| 
__ CR Chriſtians, and nd keftofalt fact 
25 are, for the ny —_ e for dirth 'Or breed- 


5ug, for reaſon. ant. awiderfhanding, 25 .ePares, And for 
the pretended 1»ſpirations'or ny —vy _ of which they 
yapour, I never yetlaw any beams or eftedts of them, rd 


___ ve the leaſt pa/"rpx tothink of them above other . 
ob chograrfanran I fepns on In og jp- 

FMYEL ſnd our.Laws, which raiſe them to higber pirch 

of knowledze and prudence, ſantlity and due obedience, then ever 

yet I obſeryed in any of this way, who ſeem very much infe- 

&ed with affeation and ſelf-conceir, 


. - Imever converſed with any of their perſons; and for.their The uſuat' 
roars g5, tivareorpublick, (in which ſuppoſe they. ſhew manner of 

beirbelta )L muſt profeſs cbere tome 10-:no- Ro Noe, 
rigs of an excellent. or extraordi "TIF in thera, that an 1{cour 


there is much of ſillineſs, and never catechifed 5 &.— yok 
Tet off with great confidence; an odd. way of folly 

with ſome | Soriprave: 42: like. re cbr 
fweet flavers and fair colowrs,' but; woid of any | Bf and 
beauty within ;' either as commncing affin and error, 'or as win- 
dicating any ruth er:necefiary point of duty ng They 
nt ſeem-a bujir, perulantand pragmatick, fort o 
meaſuring tben/rbuts pr ems cach other, even 


Dreamers; at-onte. »;and | 
glorying in their rude and CoMemIprnons carriag e toward. all men 
thatdo not either fayour or flatter ain ___ Me gona and 
pentaysy, wy: tſeed of pride 


. Nor do; ks ) p_ dof thr. 69/1 princ! oe, Their Coyt- 


ik ; whil rouſneſs and 
- wmLy 77a farbf al, Inj: :ſdice in 


retu Ing to 


wa Pai whi « the: Lews of the Land pay Tithes, 


which: look 
deny toe 


nf che 


are'as much-due to-thera as'any mans Eſtate, and'by no Law 


pbk op nder the Goſpel,,.b of jwftic 
a a paritie e 
and pratirnde, im way of homage 5 Chl) nad of hs wages 

_ re 10 Gods — as the vehbood. of thoſe that ſerve 


No eaten yea, ordained-and pro 1 Cor, g, 13, 


B T-helawfulieſs of Swearing 

God and his Churchin holy. miniftrations, Nor is it a ſmall 
anſolence in thera to endeayour, in an age of ſo much: bg/t and 
learnirg,to obtrude, yeaoppole;the avdkneffand fillneſs of their 
coverous and:crude faces, againſt the Prudence, Juſtice and 
Piety of this Church and Kingdom. 

My pity for But my deſign in this place is not to rayel into all the pettic 

them on a tre- Opinions, Enthuſiaſtick Raptares and odd prattiſes of the Dua- 

ple account. pers : nor will I here ſeverely perſtringe them, becauſe 1 have 
a-great pity for :thens upon a threefold account.” \Farit, becauſe 
I perceive them to be ſo very anlearned and: wnſtable gs 5 
ever learning,but never coming to - ſolid knowledge of Truth, 
or any great improvement- in Chriſtian gifts; men of low 
parts, and ſmall capacities as to any. point of true. w;/dom or 


anderfianding in things Humane or Divine ;/ tofſed to and fro 


withevery wind of Dofrine-; eafily leduced with ſpecioms pre< 
tenſions and ſtrange notions, even to Raptures and Enthuſiaſmes, 
which are preſented to themas rare novehies by ſome that are 
Maſters of that Art, and Agitators for that Party ; for what 
deſign, private or publick, forraigy or demeſfiich,, God knows. 
2.:htrs ſu- Some fſuſpeRt Jeluitick Arts ro be:among them. Indeed they 
ſpctcd of Je- ſeem ſo far to.confpire with the craftieſt Lowhſts, as they bear 
ſuirick Arts a moſt implacable hatred againſt the Church of England - and 
and deligns. under religious pretenſions they. may in time andernmme the civil 
Peace,; as. other Fattions. formerly have done. The: way to. 
make them better S4jefs is to: make them. wiſer men and ſc- 
berer-Chriſtians, by fome publick care to-haye them better 
inſirutted as well as wg, reſtrained. 


The firſt rice My RE gray ofpio to:themis, becauſe they are a. 


- 


or breediog of £.& fatelybbred by a kind of equivocal generation,as /ermene 
Sk, out of 4 BAGSY aa 8 hind ahh former times; in 
which {o many Fa&#ons calt-forth their ſpawn and filth, to the 
deformity and confuſion of all things. Civil and. Sacred. in this 
Church and Kingdom. They had their beginning <y_' very 
rabble and dregs of people; wncatechuſed, wndiſciplined and wngo- 
oeradir} Zockine,--Mo wonder” to find. theſe:people;fly to 
3nſpirations' and ney lights, when. they were | hatched: in. dark 
rimes, Which ſought to put ontall the old light of Law and Go- 
{pel. They might caſily ruu to Redeneſs toward heir nn, 
an 


UN 


mo? hb iu 


_. Fudiczal Proceedings. ] 0 
and Kefraftorineſs againſt our Laws, and Obſtmacy in their Er. 
: oy Impatience of any juſt coercions, when they bad their 
firſt original and extrathion out of that. ſqualor, mad, and fedity 
of times which deitroyed all fear of Godand reverence of Man, 
which denied the holy. mftunrion, of Miniſters, the orderly 
prefidency of Biſhops , . the juſt authoritie of Afagiftrates, 
the freedome and honour of Parliaments, and the. Sacred 
- HMajefty of Kings. All theſe being troden: under the feer of 
profane Zevellers and cruel Vſurpers, who can wonder that 
the inpicty and ſcandal ofthole times ſhould lead ſuch filly peo- 
ple. in thoſe temptations, which ſought by ſome amponred 
waies to makeeyen their obſcurity remarkable at leaſt by the 
parallel boldneſs of their Opinions, and the rudeneſs of their 
Alt:ons ? - 

. Laſtly, I pity them, becauſe to me it is no wonder, if yy; 
dinaf > plas breeding, of unpoliſhed manners, one poſhibly fir _ 
of no evil minds, compared to others of thoſe times ; from all pub. 
though eaſie and ampary, as the Quakers for the moſt partare) \i* Ouths, 
if (1 {ay} they were ſcared from all Swearing by the 
forfeited Oaths and repeated Perjwries of thoſe Times, in 
which che cruel Ambitions and diſorderly Spirits of ſome men, 
like the Demoniack in the Goſpel, brake all bonds of lawful 
Oaths, by which they were bound to God and the King; dai. 
ly impoſing, .as any new Partie or Intereſt evade. the 

ations of new and illegal Oaths, monſtrous Vows, fattions 

Covenants, deſperate Engagements, and dammable Abjerations. 

|  Poormen, the Janakers, as well as others, had cauſe to 
fear leſt if they took an Oath to day, they ſhould ro morrow b 
be forced to renvoxnce and abjwre it; not as to own a quiet 
ſubmiſſion and profeſſion of paſſive obedzence-' ta Powers at 
preſent prevalemcand protefing (which is the way of —_— 
and reciprocal Oaths of Allegiance, among thoſe $ jects 
whoſe fortunes lying on. the frontiers of Dominions, fo 
them to the wiceſituaes of Wars and change of Governowrs) bur 
to a-formal: comprokation of moſt unjuſt {ions, yea to re- 
nownceant abjere.the undonbred rightsotothers,to arreſt we 
Oath the iſurpations al thoſe as lawful, which were: moſt dis« 


merrically contrary to the Laws of God and Man. .' 14; 583 Yon 
C This . 


UM! 


ro 
The great 


rempt2tion 0 
thoſ: Times 


—_ cheR14- chem to be carried/to-an  urrer, averſarcon. from! all Swaering 


| that which our Laws require:z. and our Sayiou? inthe Goſpe 


The Quahen 
in ſome re- 
ipeRs com- 


x, For chuſing | ;Firſr,: Lyme cart reg. rofels i in "oY 


to ſuffer ra- 

ther chen fin 
againſt rhcir 
Coniciences. 


f ved, 6/0. ar a3 1 for them ; it. being nor 
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= », tals” £ FRED, thing £ Fe” 
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+ This ea which! cheſs \Owakersi theh li- 


eafic and. obv10u, but veral and almolt commendable, for 


whatſoever, when they ſaw ſuch deſperate abriſe and | 
of publick'and ſolemy aths No hoſe dies difmal day. Bur:/as the 
abuſe of things lawful and good:muſt not rake away the 
lawful ſc of —_— no __ then & OW, mens. giartony and 
drankenue(s may deprive. us ofa by: 
{o neither + b/ilkiats therefore redenp als 
ſome men cared not what and how they did: Swear "axe For- 
ſwear.” "Here a litcle clearing of thoſe {uperſtitious fears and 
prejudices which firſt poſſejſed theſe men againſt all Swea- 
ring, may at once let them ſee thie hberty they have for 


no where: ab/olately forbids, but onely: regulares - and re- 
{crains. -. 

Nor do I only thus pity the Luakers, butt praiſe chem allo pt 
im ſome: relpedts 3 being as. no enemie 10 thear Ty 2 ſoa 
friend-to-ay thing tharss.goodin ther. | 


his 
Glaſi, the 
mactas 
gain(c KK —_— 
- Here the 


On di EF ; 14 
others ſhould. on w Hr 
killed Chriſts 


Gus Principles 5 fn 
OY againft gf 


i way : Tinh end Ly ty be broug} Rs 
$ood,- cb evil, to "alk light ork and Ada ws +4 i Eccl, 7, 16,, 
Ta bo) oy, 3 Was by adding to. the. 
wicked , by. making or. eſtceming themſelves —_—_ 


they are not ſo: cirher negatively ſis flations, Of ſuperſtici- 
in abſtaining from that as fin which is zo {1n; or os thang 
ſuperſtitions, in counting that a dy which is. zo: ſo. Both are 
5 #{h pon the ſover4;gmry of Ged, whole Soepter 
748, as his Sword, is juft. and irrefiſtible Power. 
So dangerous 2re erroneomu fears, ata" ma or preſionp-= Pal. 53: 5+ 
tM0Ms , where is no Divine perns _ 


not ſer up the. Zdols of their EL in- Gods Y 26348 
\ pled eas ook | pr ors _— 2s wo | 
rg oy Gadse 2XP! ill oz Ofy 7 
of humane fancies, either me 
open etoemann, Ge: 0.6 


hat es. bs and fon ure Rule 
Geer, BOT ee 
which are _ . 


trary to. G þ Word ate tor be aRively ' obeyed; ſo Laws of 
men which are nor comrary 9 right Rego and Sci | 
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: muſt not be diſobeyed , but c ciemiouſly obſerved for the 
Lords fake, 1 rg I3. mÞe4.45 F. in "whoſe wiſdotn and 
ainhority ſuch Laws are. made and” executed.” The contrary 
will nor only" trouble the pick Peace,” bi that alſo'of 
mans own ſow!, at Jeaſt, when after the vain' flaſhes of | 
kindled from the fparks of their private fancies, ſhall 
lie down in darkneſs as to their comfort and reward from 
God, whoſe judgment is *atcording ro rite and 
2:1 

| 2. Vuakers I cannot but: commend the .Ouakers”! fot thei | 
"208 2096" ya decheredel eem in this of the authority of the holy Sc: 
W- as the rule of Farhand 9 4 life. For as by their ir 


Ifa. 5o. 11. 


dcoth 
Cerlprates, alledgedoutof Scriptare they rofeſsa af ro fin hoxinſt 6 the 


commands thete yiver'by y Chriſt 'again Seeing -{oT 
charitably preſume ; however el by many ſafpe a 
flighr the Scriptures, and fly to Inſpirations or Light — 
4 in them) chat they will be no leſs ftri& in domg what"therein 
' is required of thetn,as to Trzths to be believed, gfteries to be 
:}F gee -#hd Daves to be'done to God:and Min, __ 
#-/ Cavrtion a- "The onl (antion that here mult be given: them xs; to ke 
gainſt miſun- heed that rhey do not wreft the Scriptures (4 PH." $226!) by 
derſtanding their ignorant and wnſftable minds ; that they believe not every 
the Series. irit, or ſceming and partial Allegation' of Scriprure ; firice 
& Devil oft feathers his temptations atid fiery darts (as againſt 
Obi, Mai. 3.) with'Scyipiaril Citations partially'amd 
ſterouſly'applied. Not the Leney 'in its abraprneſs'or” #. 
neſs of Caſe muſt be ſwallowed preſently, but the mind pf God 
er phe wo our in the ſcope and end allo, «indeed the: PMAPRET 
; andemphaſitof what ise ed, ; 
for the ſubſbizrce of all weopfe Ft 
ties to m—_ done, ed -qaarages for i = 
to the inſtances of ey ticu bovek- te of 
which private Provderc ot publick rar wg = 
ding toorder and decency, to edificatig Beg 
| Noris gat to _ well underſtood” it 
by ſingle places, taken apart by themſelves | 
nh 22.6. OY he proportion of Favb, togons © wrent” 
which 1s made up or rwifted from ri. Many ings 
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_jn Gd Siriptareracs —_ —_ met. » famra- 
tively, ny x comparatively, by wtf 


nd gee 
hare ini ro he uber ined. ian TD 


ney mes ſpecial _ to particularimes,þ places, PR, 


prefichare 5; and muſt'be ſo taken, as temporary an 
. occaſional. Thete muſt bave-commodions inter tree 9g beg 


nant tg that grand tenour of Gods word, which as the life - 
and ſpirit runs throughall the parcs of it, but refides 'moſt e- 
minently in ſome places, (as the Sow! in the Brawm'or Heart) 
_which areas the effential, vital, imegral and ine: geek parts of 
_ the main flanderds and Tgfes of all others, and 
of true Religion, both asto Morals and Evangelicals, Myſte- 
SES ee 
| Unleſs we in ; mi 
of God, and pw , we hall 


the true 

{as Saint Anſtin ware s from thoſe | 
ſweet flowers which on ding me pat and pri> 2 Per. x. 10. 
wate interpretation is the c winar ph torture of Scripture, 
whoſe every line isas the Sun-beams, light and ſtraight of ir 
ſelf ;- buri erroncome minds, like Glaſſes of Refraftion, or falſe 
Mediums, pervert them from their ſayplicity ro their own de- 
ſtruction, as: S; Peten ſpeaks; \ 2Per. 3,6. 

oY _ endleſs to. emmmerate thoſe places of rr he Ents 
w ve. either: ayore or leſs, or ſomething” other in their (F 5c, ;prures, 

and deſign, rhenthe Lever ſeems to hold forth in the how to be 

hare word ot.it.;: : | (54 found our, 

Extraordinary Commands,:as woadlviekns for facrifiei 
his Son Iſasc, tothe 1ſracltesto rob, by way of berrowmg, ow. 

the ;z:the heroick i 


cs and aifprres 
others, as ef oſs, Phineas, Ehias, and wy Commands 
to dothings leſs comely.and honeſ, -cither-in\a-reabty, of" in'a 
viſion and-repreſeutation, 2s Hoſea's an Harlet 5 the Hoſea 1.2 
faults or failings of athers, which: were boly men as to their 


recorded, barnotidereddatbad, as Rebecca's + 
gn wn Jy Sy he and fraud; the — $290 
ofthe Midwives, Rahaband others, David's feigning himſelfe 
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aſi mative & 


run Chriſtians upon # and! 
expole them to wn. ftmps, 


The lawfwlneſs of Swearing 


and fuch like, that bave any thing in-them which ſeems or 
is dontrary. to the conſtant rule of Aferality, Piery, Santhity, 
Hondſty and Veracicy, muſt be ſaved by ſuch-an 
and taken in ſuch a fenſe, a may 00 Wway: ok thom into an 
ordinary rule or imutable: ox , contrary expreſs 'anid 
conſtant command of God in is Word, 4, which 3 is never to be 
allayed by the mixtures of hte Paſſions, Frailties. and In. 

formuties. PIRrE ak 7 
oo ngs that are preveptroe, Cl or forbid-/ 
— au 45 (ſpeaking, the —_— _ not 

be Sentra e tener or rack. © the Letter 3 4. 2S 

ther ſome fruit that grow with thick foeks, only to ws 
the ſmall kernels in them, ſo in theſe, no more is to be colle- 
Qed from the Lewer then what may have due 'regard ro-the 
nghgy aac /cqpe of the ſpeakye. So in the fifth,: fixth, and ſe- 
emh Chapters of- Saint Adaitbew; 'Chrifts.. Sermon 'in- the 
mount hath many ſuch expreſſions: as of anointing the Head: 8 


Face in faſting ; pulling out the Aur Ines "the 


poor 5 10 corn rhe other Cheek. to. the ſoawors. 'Th "d>-noc 


them to bear with patience repeated: wnjjeri then þ 

put beyond the bounds of Chriſtian patience and charity; and 
to Cong outward diffcw/ries, rather then inwardenormi: 
ties of luſt oricoverenſpeſs, andthe like; 15:1) 

So not to ley wp treaſure-on earth ; to take " thought for 
their life, or care for to merrow 3 Labonr not for the meat that 
pergſheth, &c. Job. 6. 27. to-call no man Fathir or Maſter on 
Earth Mat. "ys 9- not to folate mnuacohuty's X04. 
not t0- put 0% | Raywoent: OF. Go: F: 3:1" So 
Hoſea 6, 6.. /mll heve mercy, and nee ſacrifice :''$0; Ane/ow 
Hearts, and not your Garments, Jocl'2, 23. Who bath" required 
ar. or Sanya 16h a ir +8 ypcuthons 


\Fbeſe: 
Tens Commperativel fpaken, 

care,or Es IT Ft ar 6 Gods great Com? , 
i which 'muſt-be: the maits biaſs' of | 


mens 


"cc inflahaactax is 


metis affections and; obediencial-aQions, as; moſt intent ta 
woraltic ,: and nor- to, content themlelyes with emptie for- 
valiregs.. 
| A Ironical affentings,.c ar - feowing: hpcrſſincts which are 
':and-reprecbes : 25» Fall (78 0p then the Mar. 23. 34. 
—_—_— Fathers ; He that i filthy tet him be filthy ſtill, and Rev. 21. 11, 
herb woof be juſt ſtill. Thele' are.not ſpoken in a flat 
wa, but-in ſuch: a dilef# and emphaſis of familiar 
| rex om 2S-the cimer and comnyy did well underſtand, 10 ligni- 
&- fie otherthen the words:/annded,: eicher more: or leſs, And 
©} 'ithad beetr@-very. ridiculous wan we to 'haye urged the 
; Letter in its fullabice/ appearance, andagainlt its ratwone/ mea- 
ning 5 which( as S. Auſtin long.ago oblerved) mult never be 
ow. upan the 459/5 of Dohamraneadas rar or mg 


contrary to that: a ens Very _—C— | 
which ſhines moſt c/c, CIOS whoſe light light 
muſt be brought.toenli mvdwikic more involved and. . 


kd reaſon. of fome.proper: phraſe or idiotiſrve of ex- 
- #4 after the TOs Wh, WA thoſe times: Elſe 


y. thi even of God, yore Pgrefauny ns and 
Fe roms tnen.afterthe manner of men; as yang 


». and. repenting, &'c, w be as 
yr ITYEGONc. ae e (as both Jewiſh Rabbins Ts Chriſtian Do- 2&. Mens. 
Qors obſerve} to. his e-Litribuees | and immutable is Morch Na- 
Por Rios,” Here che words look to the appearance TO bucibn, 
; are EP wen, Mark 16; 5. 3". Jobir20, x | 
nd ret but th >: Ga Iock 26 ofſevce and 


< bw of Scripture as H will do. . 
withGardensand Fields, when: inſtead of orderly ploming 

| there ation ag we 
inordinately and raſhly root up all things by a confuſed rade- 
weſs, pe ops Aer 15 or in-hriees and | 


« ade in: The Papiſts 
rigid urging: 
the Lercer. 
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- The lawfulneſs of Swearing 
dy ſubſaniaty Pap not ſacrementally,vbich all yu Chriſtians 
believe) that there remains no more natural ſubſtance ot the 
Bread, bur only nnder the accidents of Bread, the ſole and 
entire ſubſtance of Chriſts Body ; the fame which is at once 
in Heayen and in every place wherethis Sacrament is celebra- 
ted, yea in every crum of it? By which Superſeraphick opinion, 
Faith muſt not only forſake the ſenſes and look above them, 
bur flatly deny and contradi# them, in eyery verdi& which 

righ give of their proper objetts, according to experience and 

Reaſon, which area part of the Creators __ to man- 


kind. And all this by a magiſterial, novel and ſer, eVe- 
rity, beyond the ju a. —_— Ch » Is im- 
poſed by prefling rhe ( 73 ul8y ) rigid Letter of the words 


in that part of the bleſſed Dry allowing no Metonymy 
or Symbolcal ſpeaking, which is ſo frequent in e-AMy-'- 


fteries, and ſacred correſpondencies berween the figns and —_ 


Ggnified (as the Lamb is called the Paſſtover, and 

Paſſeover, and the Rock, Vine, Dove, &c.) While yetin vey 

ther part of the ſame Sacrament they are forced to ſabdue and 

_ words to their due ſenſe by ſuch Adtronymes and 
opes as muſt make the: to ſignifie or mean the Ws, 
and the (xp or Win o ig the New Teſtament in Chriſts 


 Omeninly.hokn ck expreſsions which Chriſt there uſerh, 
and which we read in other ir Sevipenrarof- parallekſenſe, to ſet 
forth Divine Myſteries (by their adapted Signs and © Oy or 
Emblems and Seals ) he daftbe ieved ſo 
ſublime in them then the narrowne boſs the words, or +6 vek 
the hearrs of ven in this world can 5 40,10: 
be ſure, nothing is by Scripture -apon us to be belie- 
ved which is flatly comradifive to Tight Reaſon, and the fuf- 
frages of all our ſenſes, and. to the PO, of Faith it the 
Scriptures. Bur here the meaning of the words muſt be »wes- 
ſured by ſemblable places and like { are:not 
wanting in the En and yet are nociſb:: {befveny 
Chriftians rhatare of Senſe; Reaſon;\ and  frue-Rebyion; 
who do not ceaſe by oma, py p14 A RTTgs 250 


rhe at wlliy adraje fuck ( Hons 
to other places;/ in'the- interpreting theſe 

ner nehich they chiefly 'alledge to: jultifie rheir Nevial of 
all $14. Jekrungy ns I ſhall nor doubt to reconcile them to 


; my {enſeot them, nor ſhall -ro-give them this /e.. | 
cond \commuedation, for theit' regard to. Ser wh: ron ora 
" ſure andſufficient ihr of a Chriſtians Hons 'for: the mainand 


ſubſtance of rhem.But theſe Scriprures. rauſt be duly examined, 

_ exaQly weighed, and aptly redyced'to that ſtandard: of Trarh 

which'is moſt conſtant and clear in both Morals & Fiducials, 
: Thirdly, Yea, 1ſuall 'adde- a: third Comengation of thele A tha 370, 

Quakers ( whoſhall riſe in jucg at the: laſt day againſt mend ation of 


_ of le that {| nſt them) for this, That the Sphere, 
08 to haye Cgreſ a fear again Oath; that outof a Jea- "os ook mW 
Joutke of Swearing annſs, they willnot ſwear: aal. Although E ſe. * "ou 


they are ſuperſtitious:inthe of their fear: (which I. 
Ro to benotjultly paar. oonthe:words they alledge, ) | 
yet no good man can blame them to haye,as God commands, z,ch, g. +, 
ajuſt mes of theſmof. profane, \caſie; trivial; familiar; 

. falſe andinconuderate Swearipg, dub ;ya Land monru- 

- &hy fer. 23.20: whichfo As ; men-{(as: Saint 2wffin : 


ſayes)to: « Sivearing atid ; Periury; whichare fins of the 7,, mr | 
felt waging W ah gon el poſi 


{t-magnirnde, ”: Nor can indeed 
more then to. a Lyar)to any mamthatſaears.never; 
_ | 64 who in;3 euomey OongoaR | 


+ -- 


But not for 
their Super- 
ſtitious fear, 
againſt rhe 
good -cnds of 
Oarths in judi- 
carure. 


Jer. 4. 2» 


Deat.'t, 27, 


v# - 
WH e 
: - - 


Land: not ' only. defiled with innocew blood, but moſt fadly 
BOur16 under the dard of fach p gi "Ningics, 
hypocritical forſwearings, as were not only vs/ trevial 
A preg an patty, Dog (EP tt, goms at 44, 
It was and is well done of the. _&#4hkers to be wary of ſuch 


7 mgs) areamong the marks of fin hardlieſt to be weped off 


Traub, orthe agnition of |a Right, or the feſxion of a loye/ 

;, or afure Teſtimony in matter of 'Fa&, are required 
in allegiznce to the Prince, ENS and charity to 
OUT 1223 s,: for the trial of do Caſes, and decermi- 


ny pukareytas.v> amr pa rotary 1 hv 


| God, the fountain of Fuſkice, Truth, Qrder and Peace (whole 


rand extborizy is ;) alſo with moſt ſoceriry 


the judgment, 
che publi Peace ar welfare, which are bound: up” in the 


tn Judicial Proceedings. | 
equity, and folemnity, which at once befits both 
men and C 5 that is, perſons related and reſponſible 
noni wo humane ociety | nnd ay ee 


dreadful 7ribwnal our little Conrts of 
prevang on Earth: are previous - Lee nng 


at is The 'end of 
\ Forrbe pr wh: ner re" wry ye on and = —— ks 
the Quakers; ſeeking penaltiss to a 
_— which their LEED —_— and avow- __ 
gd praftiſes endeavour to pu Ro 
, and to Page 5 nate, = rig which Nd Ti 
have by the heir reſpective © 
toeach other, in the name of ET God, ' Theſe 
8& neceffary Ends do juſtivie the ſeverity of thoſe aveans 
the wiſdow of the Farikuimine applies,conſonant to Gods word: 
nor may any Subjets ia, ne ethe Law Law is ipod 


all Efares, ſoupon all 
n=, CT EIEIS —_— 7 
to inflict roo ſevere 5on it : phoweagenngs 


to the , bur the care and canton for 


yr key; in ani fore, wh The 7s FS 

=D of this their ondiccin Reſolution of not Swearing, = 
ma produced, as appears by their Papers, 
x thaſe too pregnent places, Mar. 5, 34- where our Saviour 
g theold Law from Exed.20.7 Lov.ig,32.66 - > 2, 
i rs IP II cry 1 6 ly by 
ted mar fdbeZan's and in thoſe vans iſs foo. 
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20 - Thelawfiilneſs'of Swearing 


Prim facie ſome” Commentators olyſerve) wsfotbid'all manner of ſwearing 
: i portal among Chriitians'; both have emphaticall or vehement'words.: 
$6 chomatps. The tirft, Chriſts Amhbority,refotming-not only'the Phariſaick, 
licus,omne inter J 4 oh 
Chriſtianos Corruprons of the Tinies, bat 'eventhe: Moſaick, mndulgences in; 
damnari jura- ſgme things, which were rather not demed for. the * hardneſs 
m-num. Z<- ofthe fews Hearts, then poſitively granted - 7. ſay iaonto-you,: 
geus 19. 8, Sear _not at all; thatis, not by thoſe Oaths in which "pod 
= make now-no ſertplero ſwearand forſwear:: i: 1-4, 42 1 
_ -Sothe Apoſtle Saint Zames,wriving:tothe difjevfedifaver 3 
. Above all thmg*; my Brethren, ſwear not: evidently, referring 70 
the words of our-Sayiour,- and the ſame ends. 
Nor are the fears and ſcruples of the: arm, in- point of 
ſwearing to be wholly" deſpiſed ; -when have two ſuch 
notable Texts in their way ,- : whdcleſvcrn x0 ſtand, as the 49- 
ef6frbe Lord Loneinn Balaam, with 'a Sword 'in their hand to 
Top the way of wo Sweaving whatſoever. Both Texts are al- 
lowed'on all hands, as the word of God; All are agreed that 
the 'words are-a divine and:/trift prohibition apainſt:rhe: ſin of 
Swearing #/ ihd'therefore in all charity the rd augiet to = 
cleared; \aad their ſcruplesremoved, 5 *OmN. © 
Three Que- *'The Lueſſtrizabout the irterpretation;ſ cope; and mean 
Aticns. of the words are: 'r, Whether all Swearing be: -utt Sant 
den, becaufe :it is and-eyer was in its | nature a Top 
moralit Sr. V3 
aagoy offT 6 Tlfrowhaher all Swearing js 'therefore now: ykory 
| ET? þ— forbiddewby' a 'poſirive 'Law of Chriſt under; the Go-- 
21 f41 wh To: 
4 vr whethet only ſome ſorrof Scan, which isarfit 
Ctb tilveoctich Þ is-nofa1bar; rather 
je en rior bao, Jantyay 'Gads am—raey An 
#8 af jutiovant ohio To puriſeiver.-; 20,t : 
| = 'Nsto the firſt: os er whether all: $yearing be ncty lope 
3 con” Chriſt qo met it- is and Na "was: rs A 
994: tiſt /thar'ls, : rteimal reatirndei 
nl ng re = Natuvi Wil 11 919th v7 QT 7 ty 
the Zews. cvTifippo T FE ea ;:nogglare 
conan as morally and alwayes evil, al ſwearmg by the Name 


of the #9 high Goa.” For which practiſe: of 2 old wy nn 


in Judicial Proceedings. . 21 
7ews wehave notbnly ſo tnany precedents or examples of holy 
men,approyed by God, as Abraham, Facob, David, and others, 

(yea and the example of God himſelf. (as I ſhall after inſtance 

in) {wearing by bwnſelf, as the bighand holy. on?, whole fu- 
preath power and inimitable lency is the higheſt aſeve- 

ration Or aſcertaining of what is ſo ſpoken, either: to winusto 
belief, or to ſtrike us with terror; caving. men- without ex- 

cuſle, .if being ſo. happy as to have the Oath of Ged to aſſure 

chem of a truth, . yet they: will not believe God,: nonot ſwearmy 

for their ſake, as*Tertwlhan ſpeaks) But alſo we hayetexprets 
commands of God.:. Firſt, that great one-in the Decalogue, 
where the Negative, of not «king Gods name in-vain, or falſly, 
doth-.include the Affirmative, of uſing the name 4 God in 
thioking or meditating,.in reading and writing, in {peaking, 
praying, bleſſing, praifing, -promiſing or.atreſting, yowing 

or ſwearing, with,due reverence and adoration to his Divine Ma- 

jeſty, which is iatimated by his holy name, as the ſunitaary of 

all his, Attributes... And;agreeableto this great Commandare 
thoſe, many; other, places, ſo frequent-in So Old. Teſtament, 
which command thg;people of God to ſwear only by higNamne, 
Dem. 6. 13; and; this in.righteomſneſs, judgement , and trath; 
Ter, 4..2. of which I ſhall after: give more” particular ac- 
count, when I prove that moral, drume and eternal good which is 


in, ful fwearmg,....1> 11 


nge Gods fxequent ry xey wow pure org Te F , 


5g not o menthat did fear, b ſuch as'{ware falſ-Mal. 3. 5: 
ly, either asto their preſent - judgements and intentions, -0r- as/ 
to their after violating of. their Qaths, to the profaning of the 
name-pf God.z;.yea, and thoſe who: by trivial , light, and in- 
configerate ſwearing, took the name of God in van; baving no- 
EVI th, Buy Age when: they. made mention of 'his- 
ame with theirlips ;. laſtly,'thoſe that- ware," though tr=ly, WET 


by falſe Gods, as Badlor by.any (reature,as if it were to them Zenon 


"M450 p11 ppole. is.{c cleat; eyen-to;the. filiefirand? ao! 
ſernpmlers, Luakers, has they-canpor.doubtof thelawtulnels' 
of ſwear lly:am . THY | Bel 
of TEA ly:among the Jews, not only.as pernicted, bar: 
qui ; Nay 
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22 41uUTho] quedred lg of $ earn 44 I 
Nay /perbaps) they will grant that a {Þriftias in ſome taſes 
may jy — Hepben Prince,or others hf fon 
Religion from Chriſtiamty, when in caſes of ſafety, or ranſome, 
or &fe, ororher great concerns, they may be thereto required 
of them, and will by no other way' be ſatisfied : Tr being a 
Principle of »a:tzral Drvmny bred in the hearts of all mankmd, 
that the mvocation, arteftation and adjwration in the name of the 
God which they reſpeRively own, is the greateſt aſſurance - 
which can be given or defired ; as I ſhall make to a after. 
ward, when I come to ſhew the conſent and pra of Na- 
tions as to deciding of Controverſies by ſwearing. 

Ouere, whe- _ Theſcruple then lies only upon theſe prohibitions in the Go- 
ther among ſpelgiven by Chriſt and the eLpoſtle Saint Lames 3 forbidding 
Chriſtians all :bluely (as they ſuppoſe) all ſwearing , at leaſt among 
Swe:ring be Chriſtians, whatever was ufed or indulged among the Tewes 
fo-bidden. (25 were Kevenge, Polygamy and Divorces, and other political 
diſpenſations, for the uncharitableneſs, wantonneſs and 
hardneſs of their bearts) Chriſt, as preſume, reſtoring 
the andpaniinhees Chriſtians _ — and orgs to 
that integrity of mand, fmplicity ſanttity of manners, 
| | which ny delueowofony anvehtr 6) avid eddie if they 
Nay 79 pubdr ware; according to that ſtriftneſs which the Zfeni among 
va" «vj the ewes uſed, whoſe word was, As frere as an Oath, So that 
iqverrieo they ſay, we may not in charity either exe of our Brerbren, 
bexs. Joſeph. or give to them atiy Oath z fince rhey deferye to be beheved 
de Eſſems. ypon the ſame terms which they beheve others, thatis, their 
bare 7ea or Nay, ſumple s or deings, withour _ 

ſwearing 5 which they think an old 1ndeck ſaperfiuity of ſpi 
now circumciſed, and preciſely cutoff from _— Chri- 
& Tis Toav- flians : No man deſerving to be beheved on his Oath, who 
cexies 4av- hath loſtby hing the creair of his bare word; nor any trian 
Soexla. Cl. delerying to be confirmed by any honeſt mans Oxch, who hath 
Alex. not the chariy and humanity to believe him withoar it. 
|  _ Andcertainly the affairs of Chriſtians, both publick'and 
private, be no lefs to their honour and eaſe, If there 
were in nocaſe any need or uſe of atry Oirhs or” Sivtariig.; 
bur ſuch an awchemch veracity and jaft credalty on all fides, as 
might well ſpare even the moſt true, ſincere and lawful Oaths,' 
| keeping 


m4 
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keeping on all fides as great adiſtance from hung as from falſe. 
—_— And ape > pas theſe two, ws hf and truc 
' ſwearing, are near of kind, of the ſame Father, God, andthe 
ſame pea yo ago honeſt and veracious heart ;. mo other two, 
iy alſe-{wearing, are progenies of the ſame parentage, 
= ir Father the Devil, = Som a perfidions Ro Perjnr 
and Lying are of the ſame Web or Spinning ; . only the firſt hat 
the ſtronger twiſt, and the deeper dye or tntture of Hell, being 
more the Dewi/s colonr and in. gram... + | | 
The Emopian deſire and aim of theſe Quakers is notto be The ſp-cious 
fond fault with, if it were feifable. Yea, it were to be wiſhed defign of rhe 
that the evils of mens hearts and manners, the jealowfes and Wt rr nx 
 diſtrafts, the diſſimwlations and frauds of many Chriſtians, their es fon 
ancharnableneſs, nnſatisfattions and inſecurines, were notſuch, ;,Jollem Lo : 
as by their diſcaſes do make theſe apphcarions of ſolems Oaths credere. 
and judicial ſwearings necellary ; not abſolmely, and morally, /*1amntum: 
or preceptively(as the Schoole-men note well) but by way of events =_ 
conſequence and remedy ; as good new Laws are neceſlary for ,,gene neceſt- 
the curb or cure of newewis in Pabties and Kingdoms. Poli. tate uſurpan- 
bly as Chriſtians (truly ſuch) we ſhould need no ſwearings in 44% _ 
publickor: private:: but as men, weak, and wmworthy, we can- Dos ORG 
 notwellbewichour ſuch Oaths to end (ontroverſies, and to wg ad ſubve- 
ſecxre, as much'as man can do, the. exact proceedmys. of wendaw defs 


If it.do ; that: all ſwearing is abſolutely by our Lord tas bomi- 
Chrift forbidden to-his Diſciples, God rare defy not aig Fr 
obey his word, and rather change the-Zaws of man, then vi- Jeatian genu- 
_ olate his commend, to whom. we Chrijlians owe the hipheſt it, cui reme- 

love, loyaky and: obedience. - Bur if it thall appear to rehyi us dium queſitum 


* 


have anorher true merpreats- y, ce, 
ev and limited meamng, we. 'maſtnot be fo much flavesto the Tn Th 
Pol eG nn GS" a 
ves of that religions b ich is left ns, .s not 0n- 
by Ln for Cheiens es uſe, but in-ſome 'caſes it may be 
ntially neceſſary, asto the expediences of mens jealonſics, 


ues, diberties, cflazes; and; geod names, even in private 3 much 
| more 
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34 "Te \anvjuimp.nh Swearing 
more in the di/fenſations of juſtice to the pubbck, pece, and ge- 


neral ſatisfa&tion of whole Polities and- Communities, wherein 
men live ſocially, under law and government, 
The true ſtate The Controyerlie- therefore which is rifen- between the 
of the Con-  Dggkers and almoſt all other Chriſtians will come into this 
rroverlic, narrow rootn. ws Fs 
Not whether x. Not whether a Chriſtian may ſwear vainly and raſhly,by 
vain ſwearing a ſpontaeors and occaſional eafineſs, either promiling or afler- 
be fo. bidden., ting, although it be a rrath, and by the true God, but with- 
out reverence to God, and in matters of fo kitle, yea no-im- 
porrtance or difficulty, as neither deſerve, nor need, nor re- 
quire an Oath. To this we all agree with the Daakers, Chriſts 
words condemning all ſuch profane and trivial ſwearing ; much 
more if itbe in fraud and Hlbve, which makes ſuctyOaths, 
as the.Comm of an ſurper, which is falſe meral and (ſtamp too, 
a complicated fin, and one of the firongeſt chains of darkneſs 
: which the Devil and a mans own ſts hamper - the Soule 
withal. | 
Nor whether 2, Notis itany queſtion whether Chriſtians may ſwear in 
one may ſwear any caſe by any Creatzre as ſuch, not relating'by it and 
any Crean through it to God-above all, who is the Alpha and Omega, 
; the center and circumference of all things, from''whom' t 
have their being, and in whom is the' /dea or Prototype of all 
their perfeftions. To terminate an Oath in a Creature, 'is to 
ut the ſtamp of Divinity on it; to' make it at i/dol in Gods 
bred, and to-profane his holy name; by — by itas by a 
falſe God. The ſwearing by any Creatare as ſuch; weall own - 
to be a great ſin, according obeſe snftances which our Lord 
- Chriſt, and: Saint James from his mouth, give\us z when' 
_ they explain their meaning of Swear nor at ally &#6. "ii! - 
Nor whether : _ 3- Nor is it'a queſtion whether an Oath made by-the.name 
2n Oath by a- of any Creature, and in: a thing/lawful;-miay? yet-be brokers 
ny Creatures or whether it be a fin-to ſwear falſlyby them; Allagree, 'thar 


Name may be, though-the Oath be. raſh, as' by a Creatare, yet (it binds'in 


_ things lawful no lefs at leaſt torranand jwſtice-then any fomple 
promiſe ; and itmay:be ſomething more. \HereJrhat is:rrue, 

Fieri nou debuit, fait valet :>Like Baſtards; they; (ſhogld not 

have been begot, butthey-muſt be kept ; unleſs: Tt 

e 
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be finful, a5 Hirodts a was which: beheaded Job Baptiſt, 
Mat. 14.9. /- 

4: Bur. the queſtion i is, Whether thoſe words of Chriſt and 4. The on'y 
the-Apoſtle do utterly forbid all Swearing in any caſe wharſo- ja is, 
ever toall Chriſtians ; ſo thar by the Law of (Þrift it is a iv & + 
to ſwear, as in e, ſo in pabhck tranſattions, or any Courts Mreyyys. _ 
of Zudicature, be the matter of the Oath neyer ſo juſt and Ch iſtians, 
true, and the manner of it never 1o ſolemn" and ſacred, and 
= eAmbority requiring _ never ſo lawfwl in civil | 

This' rhe Quakers. affirm > led thereto, as they ' profeſs, 
meerly by wy ay ag of thatobedience they oweto Chriſt; 
whoſe 7 will they ſay is expreſly declared in hoſe words to all 
his Diſciples, Not to ſwear at all, in no caſe, at no time, upon 
n0-mans:command. ' Nor do they argue any rhing further by * 
way. of rational deduthon, moral grounds, or religion principles, 
cither from the narare of an Oath, or from the conſent of other '4 
Scriptures , Or from the Divine Attribmes and plory; but 3 

barely inſiſt upon-the words, and urge the (73 puldy Leter, as [ ; 

an abſalute or univerſal Negatwe, without any hmitation or 

diſpenſation : So feeding on the rinde or ſhelf of the Letter, and 
nawing the bone of the bare words, thar' they never "come at 

the kerne/ and marrow, or true rof them.” 

On the other fide, I do deny, in the behalf 'of my owt! a1 $wearin 
Conſcience, and the conſentient ſenſe of this Church and: King- is nor eain 
dome, yea, of all (hriſtian and- Refornecd(bnirches 'of 'afy re- or the” Apo. 
nown,” Thar all ſwearing'is forbidden by' thoſe" words 'of Chriſt ie gy Y 
and his Apoſtle : Burther cor Seviclitrwonds ateto be unders {29% forbid- 
ſtood with ſach a nuired ſenſe and flrift mierpretation as faire © 
to his ſcope and,deſign, which was to re&ifie popular errors, 

enthgproe continta eiegs kronniggs burner: wholly ts for- E 
bidthe wſeof itina religions did lawfub-winy 0222 = =— 
And becaulſe-itis noun in ater won js (ic | "4 
isto juſtifie the leg yt proreeng doms Inftice b 4 — 6 : 
ow area ſenplvo 7 he Sue US Fol bes "Hi 
ke | fs 61 Pr pagers py 42 30s 
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* will of GadreyealedintherSer Keele which is \a Treſary of 
right Reaſon as well as a Rule of true Religion ; 1 will: your 
to. give thoſe Reaſons which induce me to believe, that 'he 
Dwakers (as Chriſt laid to the. Sadycees) do erre nod 
Mar.22.29, Or not right underſtanding, the mmmd of 'C hrift inthoſe Scriprures, 
which is not to forbid 4 Sweering, nor-{uch-as: the juft and 
religious Laws of Exgleuddo require of all under its lubjeRi- 
on in ſome ca 
I will not ſeek. to opprels or confound the Hinkwe with 
the ew of mar my Reaſons, as if I would carry the cauſe by 
number and notby weghy ; but content wy felt with thoſe fey 
mien are-moſt. pregnant; pleine, and caficto: be anderſiood by 
them 
Reaſons re , I, Reaſon; From the oecaſion of Chriſes and the Apaſiles 
prove all ſwca- ay and.the ſcope or end ot them, ;to which his own axflar- 
Co by #4 ÞY Way Qb-exphcation of his meaning do beſt dire us; both 
Chit, * 25 to whathe forbids and ayojmes:) ta omeof which the Que- 
kers themſelyes do conſent. 
_ 2, Reaſon; From the more) and religions. nature ;; end and 
#[z of Qaths, which God- had inſtituted: nnd appeovads with. | 
OADP repeal by Chriſt ar his | 
3: Ren 3, From olhr places of he Now Teena kick p 
w_ -light ro Mig bath.by Principles granted and ſuitable ex. 
5.6XÞrE 
-of* = Reaſons ] arllad.: (by way of fol. awealure the 
- Þ4A up aha r Weng COVEY } THE CONcMTent.. fjudgement.0 Lother: 
| fiaxsand Chargbtr, ancientand modern, in” their iuterpreca- 
tion of theſe.yords ; with. anfwer to. the Allegarigns made 
| fromthe. Jeng and mavngrc of ſome Primitive Cbri= 
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an ms amet, 


(05-whi gives us {0 an 
GEES NG ſcope, gr Cp on) we hea- 
venty and. nernal Weng » which beyond thoſe /ex/ible, 
ich were ſo much-.of old ſerbefore the 
ey bes tee of Gods Laws) were: now 
regerdes by Chriſtians, as their peculiar comforts, 
hops rewards under the Goſpel ; which though arten- 
with: matly perſeconions x yet was: not without many 
bleſſings yeculias to true believers : from verſ. 3.ro verſe x2. - 
5 0ur Sewn gives many ſingular /offons or pre. 
ESI dbgence, patience, charity, mortification, 
» ſerſeverance and per of 


es tn nr & Goſpel, above either 
| —_ Bo 


gs arr or by the Pha- 

r4/aical ons were taught tothe Jewes, Sorthat un- 

lets theoy did exceed that fo popularly admired of 

the Phariſees, they could not antes inco the Ringahis' of Hom. 
per, yerl. 20. 

Mena our Sevioxr with much earneſtnefs and cxatine 

by deter poli ive thoſe: abufer, which either 


Phariſaical (either roo —_— "—_ 
apes." orby we. 


by pop cuſtom; ha eee) 
ple 9:-poynla A SaaS God; ant 


__ mining yy epieengy which gives us the cleareſt view of 


the Lem-givers cihrention. : 
. For the exa@ obſernation of which, however by Divine s- 
del ence and convence, or by the hardneſs an 


The end or 
makes dcfign of our 

Saviours Ser- 
mon in the _ 
Mounr to {7 ron 
form abuſes ; 

Not to take a» 
way the righc 
uſe of things. 
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they might ſeem to have bad/ ſome' temporary” 
bercoloe ramedro chm, orat leaſt badpre-- 

yet nowunder the Evangel. 
I i which Cir ce to:.reſtore: or: raiſe "the; 


Church, + ight ner fancy-to themſelyes og art —_ vi$7'9 
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- The depra- , 
yedneſs of the ſcience of fivearing in ſmall matters by the-name 


Fews in this 
point of Swea- 
ring. 


. The lawfulneſs of Swearing 
and deed, to that ſanitity and ſeverity which was red b 
the Law, and moſt conform n the Holy Will, po 
Natere of that God whom they ought'to imitate astheir hea- 
venly Father in all ſacred perfefions, which humane” Narute, 
aſſiſted by che bght of the Goſpel, the' grace of Gods 'Spirit, and 
the viſible example of Chriſt, was capable to attain, at leaſt 
{incerely to aim at and endeavour; ; 

So verſ. 22. He tells them that not only wilfjl'mwrder,/'or 
malicious killing, was forbidden, but raſh, '#nreaſonable and 
wreconcilable anger. | OW EI4O 

Verſ. 28. That not only Adukery , but all lf? inordinate 
after a Woman (that is not in. order to marriage, and: the ho. 
neſt ends of it) were ſo ſeyerely forbidden, under pain of 

Hell fire, that it were better to deny thoſe ſenſual pleaſures of 
the fleſh, which ſeem as deaxgo men as the delight of their eyes, 
or the ſtrength of their hands, then to indulge them” with the 
danger of hole ſows. Fe 5/240 

Verſ. 32. Soin the caſe of bumorons and laſciyious Divor- 
ces ulually given to Wives upon” no juſt cauſe,” Chriſt reſtrains 
that 2s only to the'caſe of a Wives deſtrving 'to be put 
away, for having broke her conjugal vow and band of Matric 

»ony by her Adultery. gory ft 441 | 

Not to inſtance in many other particulars of abuſes” which 

Chriſt reckons.up and reforms irthat Sermon; (as touching 

private Revenge, verl. 3 9. not publick and vindieative* Juſtice 5 
ſo of l-ving our enemies, verl. 4.4. of almes," prayer /atid fuſtings. 
withour offentation, pride or hypocrife, againſt immoderate” love 
and care for things of this world, and the like )- the immedi- 

ately next is this of Swearing, verſ. 3 3434} In*which; as 'in' 

many. other things, the /ews had much depraved both the true 
1.'Fhey pretended indeed(as Philo and Joſephus tell us)a preat 
bios Lo mem Name of God,and ſeerned Nr fe edit 
d he frhe they ade Ro 
according to'theLerterof the Scriprurezyea,they made fcruple 
to feds allinany-cale by (( = wn m1)" +he' Lord loveth; 


Indecorum eft in teviewir "ad Drim tranſeurreve; ſiffitit per creatures 7orire, Ex Philton. 
77 7%Y molly & 2dligg  laer dralghyer. © 2173 222 02 SITY 2110 


For 


"on Juba abr 


For which Pp Heathens-mocked the Jewes3' as (in that-of 'Oy « 4s, 
"Martial, Pura; verpe, per Anchialum. 'Fheſe Oarths' they xz! TOP 
.thouphr binding ; nor would they'itr theſe eaſily:ſwear or for- breeders da 
ſwear ſebres; Which'regard to their:Gods was iti-uſ&a- xe xp" off 
motig the” graveſt Heathens; as is obſerved" out of "Homer: rvyyaily- 
therefore they took any obvious _ ro _ by. ST 777 
2. But they indulged themſelves in © p 0, 
fantiays Oathe; 07" forntr' of colin Shearing: fire Gnterr 3 Frtkivs 
{ as many” Chriſtians now- do} by -wharever jarendi in qua Deus nominaretuy , 
camEnext to' their minds -or tongues: as by. #940, mauriin Juotidions fs 
the Temple and holy City, by their own oro- Me non ks wow in- 
thers Heads, Hands,Lives and Sonls;lo by Hea- 
ve, and\ Earth, andthe Zoght. Thus wavin "the arreftation'of 
Gods \owmmiſtient Fuftice, and the ſwearmpg by his name” (as was 
npdrrgs Yin- 'rightzouſweſs, Judgement anid trath; they pit 
this (baratter ot Divinity on the (reatures, no way compe- 
tentfor'thein, unleſs as they are in relation ro, depending ON, 
and derived from the bleſſed God, © : 
and CEN OP vnlgar Oaths they aſe not only : hs fs whaviy _. 
an lity of inconfulerate\ ſearing; upon malt and" light 0C- 
Lon Gori yeajund in afſertitig'of chin —_ irat;as to); | 
py intention, which is doubly a falſe ſwe. but 3 
"= of m4 wy and concerne, as 'to that hare Jeb -w_ =- 
equity which they owed"to 'others;/they- choſe'chis way -of+: 
Crearure-Sweartng., both'promiffory"'and — *c 
chepfancied fach Oaths; 'being/nor with the ſolemryof. nyo." 
catitig Gods. name, were not bmding upon their: Souls either as : tas obwies; 1 mee, 
_ of right ; _ _ Ro them at ſe nd dn keners,. 


by py 


rabant Tits. 
de Þ*r creatus. 


Rs fey in a _ 
:the Lord{which-places Chrift cites, and ro which FE . 
Law profeſſed to adhere; fo far only 'as they uled*the- 
nas of "God 3-eMe they diſp ſee} With their Oa#hs, ; 66d eabily 

even! 543 [15557 0 p71&-3% D011 EW 
Vpor thii ; and-toreform” cheſs guſ# abuſes," out”? 
tO " 6d Sevter gives this (Command, Swear not at all; thiat is, 
(as 
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Chriſtus non. {as Eraſwns paraphraſeth) not after choſe wſwal, p | 
Gmpliciter j4- and wnlawful forms, by the names of Creatures, of which-he 
three gives fo many following inſtances. capreſs his meaning, Foc 
vulgato- fiekar. be doth notinſtance it the layefal uſe: of rehgivus Oath 
Eraſm, the awe of the true God, which was notonly alowed, but, in 
ſuch caſes as did require an Oath, with its due circumſtances of 
Tudgement, Fuſtice and Truth, commanded. | 
ow He tells _ that —— Oaths which wan a 
relted only by 1 we of any Creature, as by Heaven, Or 
144} Eervb, or Feral alews, or their Head, & 6c; there 'was a tacit: cal» 
Is omnibus 14” ling of God to witweſ, Lince every Creature depends on God, 
32D con. and relates to him as the Comter and Circumference, the Source 
netur. wee of pr things., ory [Fn wg |" e-mae 
Foot-(toole, the Temple Gr NEMAT Ys fernſaiem the City: 1 
Gea, the on place of poi ye Fo of Slentres 
refidency on Eatth.. 0 woaks F465 
Unlawful 3- He implyes, that howeyer ſuch yarious and irregular 


- ne law- them, ifthe of them were ; 
e-ſwearing in thoſe caſes, if in-afertory 
[ware falſly, or in promeſſory, either 
ing to perform what they 1o 


Non putabant Fudmi ſe teneri not in .- OL 
Ce ads "ont not afies perfarming chem, ſo far a5 was iv their 
tale juramen'nm-2 Ryumica-) powtr: | But the Tao; and Ny, the: Affirmative 
niex n-bil tajn vile in,_cret#». or degwinied: {uch ſwearing in word, ought to 
hs rfl ined .1913.0w be alſo Tre, and Nay in the purpoſe and perfor- 
2 ſummis ad infine Dei pro: ance, And although they [ought not ſo to 
videntid requntzr Gewa. Auft. ſivear, yet baving fo. ſworn they- were ob 


Ser.a8.de VerbiyApoſt, ... to the mors/ ends of an Qath, which .is:10 make: 


Qui per ſalutem ſuam jurat, ; 4h | - 2/5, vis 
Di bes tid-ter; reſp: it good an Truth.and Faith. 1 -* © 


Dev penn 2 4  Agrc&able to:theſame end. and ſcopes and; al-" 
nm DVI Manu aged mo in the ſame words, Saint Lames OO 
iſperſed, Chriſtias Jewes , who. ſtill. retained; that: evil: 

Cons of ordicary, Swearing by they (redtires wy ts eee. 

d in effe 


Ulpian, 


ver and Earth, and other ſuch lifg-! 4 
conſcience ofthe mamuier or matter, or.making good 


The 


"The! oedningeb 
yup mart Foer es 
abuſe ,butnot that Ht = 
ED un his, war Nor is abeee-n py, Vetat C14 
i» nk thele words, _ the SabjoRymater then .inithoſe, ned uquran- 
God-complains7rhat &rramſe of- : the avid amneurne, 4m Tem in 
”_ 4-233. that is, by wawfel.Oaths ; and Corſe ſhall come Gokiy ve 
mito the houſe of the S wearer; Zach. 4. 'that js, ſuch as uſe «die, negotiis mani- | 
falfe, and agdegrne? Swearmg, ITY who ſwear - wo 
; name af "p1Yanen - 
pray trg => whick Gods wr es FE Eo ie ps gear 
be (fem, Grotius.” Etafm. in for. Multo54no ifiu ſoluit notes; ' non Pn ay Pew 
Twrementum, ſedes wes HR ſcbat ; OTA! oops iram, laborem, Cle» 
ram. de terrenis, vindi Gam, 0 


oo etagas ierigh grind. den aol wW —_ me 


res. of 'any- - had generally rua_thele 


things-to gn inordinacy ; which doth no way.condemn the 
| Rub my ſeaſonable uſe of thera. 
this ehas banwed ſenſe of Chrilts-words again rbe.ohujs This wed 
of png fo-familiar. the Javes, was Chriſts mon- lo. L hte 
ning in the nogarove part of his wards, appears. by the. effirw- og. " x yd 
tive pert of them, which the Qzekeri etiemſelves will, 1 8 by 
; L eanfod muſt nor'be-taken in an-exc/ufrve latizude,. or bis affirmative: 
abroad wwiverſaliry of command,” as. enjaynes ys: wm Yr SIE 


rr far og Gow e.g 91 wy 
rhing;: ut Nay With 45 
rr | Soo eg er | 7690 


fancy th (rovally-or verbally tied to thale « Abonoſpla- : 
bles, Pra po, hee ted in all their aſſertions. __ 


af: ns gona py ring. the 
ena a yt: 
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or dence may y require. For if _ would keep al be \ 
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R;\Maimoxi-  Doubtleſs our Savors own larger expreſling of bimſelfein 
w Yo arm, many caſes, by ſuch periphraſes or commentaries of words as 
* JJENNI «mount to affirmarions' or negations (beſides and beyond.the 
P\ N7 N) þvveterms of Tea, Tea, and Nay, Nay) do abundantly:jultifie 
FOX el M (together with: the-praGtiſe of all the 4, ſiles). that-theſe. 
gat, dicit Non ; proverbial Phraſes or Epitomes- of ſpeech: here commanded 
ubi affirmat, under the words of Teaand Nay, do-only import that plain- 
Etiam, DiGir- neſs or fmplicaty of Chriſtians meaning and doing as may. be. 
Jhs mr #lo- confonantto their words, in truth and Ws fraud 
3 060" or falſtygjn common ſpeech 2 notatall forbidding either more. 
wTnry le expreſſions of their” ſenſe in; private converles, nor yet 
PER forbidding ſuch religions and gudicions uſe of Swearing in great 
'- HS and pablick matrers, as are 'neceffary to on humane 
dicitur bomo le- affairs with Juſtice and Peace 3 but only ſuch falſe, frivolous 
vis & incou- and fraudgylent Oaths, as for the maner, manger and. meaning 
Pans , cijus | are'by the Law” of God, by all _ 'Reaſon and Religi 
194 FIAT EX) prohibited; and which then were andaks. 
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Concordent dj. that which is from ; and: tends togood.; names 696 Ui 
fi fafta; pa- eration of God, and love of Trinh and Twſtice, 'which: are not 
&is promiſiſq; from the evi one, the Devil, nor from: evil. principles \in men, 
veſtris idem nor for evil deſigns | uy oy. 
robur & veri- wok beg ect 
taxefto, as fi firmata eſſent juramentis, Coram Deo negativ vel afſirmatio- ſimplix16to"y tens 
* menti babetur. V- tht Irv} dſronvendedtiBeet 4ximi aut fabti cum jurements: Gree. in-locs 
"Aanbog nov, x) Woeney * 101 Jaudegniiv,i nec toguiir. Ary@ bebe I; a, axa; 
yds x} a-[avgires, Phijay iy jos No Inignoruumn gongbitibug 
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<4 contmanded tens; :: bey 
tention of God muſt jon 
Limirari ae pry pl f Scripture be- "wy 
ncaa Nor are affirmative places 0 re to 
pr _— times..leſs limited: from their. ſeeming Latitude , Indefinite- 
Scriprure. veſsand niwarſuly. As, All things are yours;" takes not' aw 
tori bare ck Trae ry. prongs ws Lhgfu, 
or. 6, ve' y.private'r bo 
newmag "me ay uſt notbe ſtretched to any a aro ns but confined 
” ſuch ap Po as are by no word of God forbidden, but left in 
indifferency,end tobeuledas Reaforrand Religion t 
CLErtS. 33s ot chemer/eqofaliring doth permit," So, 7 pleaſe allwven 


Tir, 1.15. au allrtvings Tdthe pure: all things arr"pure's the” meatiſng 


-niuſ.qqr -be, : aftertlie: Afanicheay and Famibſftical's 
asif-fuchazare pwremightdo oruſe ay thing;-even to. thoſe 
mixtures hog iE ene; AE impure -or' ſinful; for theſ&are al. 
wayes and at all rimes forbidden to all men, who may<n6t faricy 
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"Y: Chi babes, :and+not by _ keepel -and-. 
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” So, won mart oftsrund prohibitionry* yorby: ay 
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